
faction, if not to the nation at large, that 
we are capable of sustaining ourselves. 
Therefore, when wrath is excited against 
us, we do not lose employment, we do 
not lose food, we are not turned out of 
our houses nor otherwise impoverished; 
because we have the elements in our own 
midst from which we can draw a living; 
and we know how to use them for our 
own sustenance, and for the preserva-
tion of those who are dependent upon us. 
Hence we are in an excellent position to 
fight the battles of freedom; and it is the 
most glorious warfare that men or wom-
en were ever engaged in. I expect we shall 
continue to contend for liberty, not with 
physical weapons but with steadfast moral 
courage, despite the Edmunds’ law, de-
spite the Poland law, despite the law of 
‘62, or any other law that may be made in 
violation of the Constitution, and of the 
Bill of Rights. We shall have to contend 
unceasingly for those principles, without 
wavering or yielding one iota in our deter-
mination. I claim this not for Latter-day 
Saints alone, but I claim it for every man 
and woman in this Republic; for I say that 
the men and women in this great nation 
have the right to worship God according 
to the dictates of their own consciences, 
as long as they do not, in so doing, inter-
fere with the rights of their fellow citizens; 
and I claim that they have the right to do 
this, despite the Supreme Court decisions, 
despite the action of Congress, despite 
the expressions of pulpit and press; and I 
am willing to contend for that liberty for 
every man and woman whether they be 
of the Methodist, the Presbyterian, the 
Episcopalian, or any other persuasion, or 
whether they be believers in the doctrines 
or views of Col. Robert Ingersol. God has

given us this right, and He has given unto 
us our agency. If we violate His will He 
will punish us; He has threatened us with 
punishment if we do so, and we are respon-
sible to Him, and not to the Congress of 
the United States, not to the President of 
the United States, nor to any human be-
ing; we are responsible alone to our God, 
and there is no power upon the earth that 
can justly deprive me or deprive you of this 
right. They may, by force of power, by il-
legal measures and unconstitutional laws do 
this; men may be imprisoned or slain; but 
the principle that I now declare is a funda-
mental, a constitutional principle, and it 
will endure. And the day will come in this 
land when every man will have this right, 
regardless of his profession. Are we to be 
dictated to by popular preachers? Such men 
say to the Congress of the United States, 
“You must enact certain laws; we demand 
it of you; our congregations demand it; you 
must put down ‘Mormonism.’ We do not 
want that religion. We are Methodists; we 
are Presbyterians, or we are somebody else, 
and we call upon you to maintain orthodoxy 
and to put down heterodoxy.” I would just 
as soon be dictated to by the Pope of Rome, 
by Mr. Ingersol or by a “Mormon” Bishop, 
as to be dictated to by popular preachers, as 
to what I must accept as religion.

Fault is found with us in this Territory 
because it is said the hierarchy dictates legis-
lation; but you know this is not true. I wish 
we could dictate it more than it is done. We 
have our views like other citizens, but who 
has ever known them to be forced upon 
any? And, yet, this is the head and front  
of our offending, namely, that in Utah  
there is a theocracy dictating legislation.
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