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Saints may perform the work that is re-

quired at their hands in redeeming their

dead.

Brethren and sisters, you should live

by faith, realizing every day that all

power rests with God, and that it is

through Him that we are able to live

in peace and enjoy plenty; that it is

through Him the wrath of our enemies is

turned aside from time to time, and that

it will be through Him that the remain-

der of their wrath will be restrained.

You should enter your secret closets, and

call upon the name of the Lord. Many

of you have learned how to pray; then

fail not to let your prayers ascend up

into the ears of the God of Sabaoth; and

He will hear you. I think sometimes

that we do not fully comprehend the

power that we have with God in know-

ing how to approach Him acceptably. All

that these men holding the Priesthood,

and all that our sisters need do, is to

live near to God, and call upon Him,

pouring out their soul's desires in be-

half of Israel, and their power will be

felt, and their confidence in God will

be strengthened. But the blessings of

heaven can only be obtained and con-

trolled upon the principles of righteous-

ness. I have heard the Prophet Joseph

pray when the power of God rested down

upon him, and all who heard him felt it;

and I have seen his prayers answered

in a marvelous manner almost imme-

diately. Governor Reynolds on one oc-

casion employed men to try and kid-

nap Joseph, and they almost accom-

plished their designs, but Joseph had

some Gentile friends as well as his

brethren, through whom he was rescued,

and was taken to Nauvoo and released

under a writ of habeas corpus. But the

Governor continued to harass him with

writs, and was determined to destroy

Joseph. Joseph and the Twelve went

before God in prayer, Joseph kneeling

before the Lord, offered up prayer, and

asked God to deliver him from the power

of that man. Among other things he

told the Lord that he was innocent be-

fore Him, and that his heart was heavy

under the persecutions he endured. In

about forty-eight hours from that time

word reached Joseph that Reynolds had

blown his brains out. Before perpetrat-

ing the deed he left a note on his desk

stating, that as his services were not ap-

preciated by the people of the State, he

took that course to end his days.

There is another instance that oc-

curs to my mind. A certain man took

a stand against Joseph, and endeavored

to bring persecution on him. He went to

his God and laid the matter before Him,

asking to be delivered out of the hands

and power of that wicked man. Joseph

was a Prophet, a Seer, a Revelator. He

was acquainted with God; he knew the

voice of the Spirit when it spoke to him.

After offering up his prayer, the whis-

pering of the still small voice came to

him saying, "Wait with patience." The

next day that man was taken sick with

cholera, and died in a few hours. See how

quickly the Lord answered his prayer of-

fered up while a prisoner in Liberty Jail.

At that time, Presidents Young, Taylor

and several of the Twelve were on their

way through Clay County to lay the cor-

nerstones of the Temple, in fulfillment

of the revelation given in the Doctrine

and Covenants, section 118. Joseph had

no sooner called upon God than he was

liberated; and his prayer answered to

the very letter. The voice of the Spirit

again spoke to him, speaking peace to

his soul, and telling him that his trou-

bles should be of short duration. It was


