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stances today. We have escaped another
peril, and we still are a free people. Is there
anyone in this congregation who professes
to be a Latter-day Saint who is not filled
with profound thankfulness to God for
that which He has done for us? Is there
any man or woman, or child of age suffi-
cient to comprehend these things, who has
not come this day to this house of worship
with a feeling of profound thankfulness
to our God for His mercy and His lov-
ing kindness, as manifested unto us His
people? Though I have been taught and
always have believed that not one word of
His promises would fail, still I say that I
am almost amazed myself when I see how
wonderfully God hath wrought, when I
look at our circumstances, when I see the
liberty that we enjoy, knowing as I do
the plans and the concerted efforts which
have been made to deprive us of our lib-
erty, and to bring us into a bondage that
would be intolerable to us. A paean of re-
joicing went up from all quarters of the
land about a year ago, that is, on the 22nd
of March. Every man who desired to see
the overthrow of the Latter-day Saints, to
see their system obliterated, rejoiced from
one end of this land to the other—there
were among them preachers, politicians
and journalists, and the rabble everywhere,
who rejoiced that a deadly blow had been
struck at the Latter-day Saints. Men, while
they admitted that the Constitution had
been violated, justified the act in consider-
ation of the great good that they supposed
would be accomplished. Yet we today
have all the happiness, the peace, the en-
joyment, and the quiet that we could rea-
sonably desire. If it were not for God’s
power; if it were not for His overshad-
owing protection; if it were not for the
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promises that He has made unto us, how
long could we endure? How long could we
maintain ourselves in our present position?

But God made promises unto His
people; and those promises have been
abundantly fulfilled thus far, and they
will be fulfilled to the very letter. And this
Church and this people, and this organiza-
tion will continue to grow and spread, and
gather influence and power in the earth,
until every word that has been spoken un-
der the inspiration of the Holy Ghost will
be fulfilled, and not a single word fail. It
cannot fail, for God has spoken it. Already
the influence of this work is being felt to an
extent that none without the eye of omni-
science can comprehend. We can see little
glimpses of it here and there where our eyes
are open to perceive; but the full extent of
the influence that is being wrought in the
earth through this work that God has es-
tablished, is impossible for man to compre-
hend. I do not believe that any power short
of omniscience itself can comprehend it.
The principles of this Gospel which God
revealed through the Prophet Joseph, have
been like a little leaven, and they have been
gradually leavening the whole lump. The
effects have gone forth, and the influence
is being felt in every direction through-
out the world. Though we are but a small
people, but a handful, so to speak, and in
some respects quite insignificant, yet an
influence has gone forth from this people,
from the teachings of the Elders of this
Church that is being felt everywhere. It
has invaded every domain of thought,
and gradually made itself felt—the leaven
of truth has; and men begin to acknowl-
edge principles as a part of their faith
which but a short time ago they denied
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