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and scouted at. In this way the work of
God is being carried on far beyond that
which we can see with our natural eyes.
The work of the preparation of the earth,
and of its inhabitants, is pressing forward
with a rapidity that we who are taking part
in it do not realize. We look at ourselves
too much, we think that God’s operations
and labors are confined to us who comprise
this Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. In doing so we make a great blun-
der. He is operating among the nations of
the earth. His spirit has gone forth; and it
is accomplishing that which He said should
be accomplished. And this great work
of the last days will be cut short in righ-
teousness. It is not the conversion of men
and women and their baptism into the
Church that is alone to be accomplished.
The work of God is not to be measured by
the number of souls that are brought into
the Church. The progress of events con-
nected with this last dispensation cannot
be thus gauged; and when we think so we
make a great mistake. Look abroad in other
realms. Look at the religious world, and see
how fast the principles that we believe in
are being received. It may be said that they
are not received properly. True, but not-
withstanding truth is progressing; and the
mind of man is being emancipated from
many errors.

Repentance after the grave is now
taught—you have heard of it, and read
about it in the newspapers. Prominent
preachers talk about it and receive it; and
actually preach as scriptural doctrine,
that it is possible for spirits to receive the
Gospel in the spirit world.

Another step has been made in
advance, through the preaching of
the Elders of this Church, or rather
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by means of the revelations of God
through the Prophet Joseph Smith, in sci-
entific truth which is astonishing; I refer
to the doctrine of the eternal duration of
matter. When first this was made known
it was ridiculed everywhere by religious
people, who viewed it as a principle, the
teachings of which detracted from the dig-
nity and glory of God. The popular idea
was that this earth was created out of noth-
ing. This was the almost universal belief
among Christians. Joseph Smith said it was
not true. He advocated the doctrine that
matter always had an existence, that it was
eternal as God Himself was eternal; that it
was indestructible; that it never had a be-
ginning, and therefore could have no end.
God revealed this truth to him. Now who
is there that does not believe it?

So with regard to the periods occupied
in the creation of the earth. Joseph taught
that a day with God was not the twenty-
four hours of our day; but that the six
days of the creation were six periods of the
Lord’s time. This he taught half a century
ago; it is now generally received as a great
truth connected with the creation of the
world. Geologists have declared it, and re-
ligious people are adopting it; and so the
world is progressing.

Again: It is not an uncommon thing at
all now to hear of faith being exercised, of
healings being produced through the prayer
of faith. The daily papers frequently pub-
lish accounts of people being healed in this
way. The adversary is trying, of course, to
take advantage of it to rob God of the glory.
He is determined that God shall not have
any credit for these things. But it matters
not how much he may struggle, mankind
are receiving these truths, and progress is
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