
being made and error is being over- 
come.

So it is with regard to religious liberty. 
We are contending today for liberty on the 
old platform. God, as I have said, gave it in 
the beginning, and we stand on that plat-
form, and are contending for those rights, 
and we will achieve the victory too. Mark 
it! Just as sure as God lives we will achieve 
the victory, and this Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints will be recognized as 
occupying the foremost rank in this work. 
The principles of liberty, the rights of man 
will be established, and will be guaranteed 
to every man as in olden times; but there 
will be a struggle first.

The effect that the defense of our sys-
tem, this last winter, had upon one of the 
great political parties of the United States 
was most remarkable. I was amused at it, 
and it afforded me a great deal of inter-
esting reflection. There are a great many 
members of this Church who do not seem 
to have a thorough comprehension of 
their own doctrines, who nevertheless call 
themselves Latter-day Saints; and they are 
Latter-day Saints so far as their profession 
goes. But if asked about the principles of 
their belief some of them are ignorant of 
the extent of their application. It is in poli-
tics as in religion. There are a great many 
men who make a profession of politics, 
professing to understand, to act upon, and 
to stand upon certain political principles, 
which are embodied in their platforms,  
of which, however, they are really igno-
rant. You may have thought it very strange 
that any members of the democratic par-
ty, for instance, which professes to be the 
champion of home rule, as well as other 
great fundamental principles, should be

found so oblivious to their own principles 
as to take any part whatever in attacks 
upon us for the purpose of depriving us of 
our rights as citizens. But so it has been. If 
it had not been for the recreancy of some 
Democrats the Act of March 22, 1882, 
known as the Edmunds’ law, would nev-
er have become one of the statutes of the 
United States. Mr. Edmunds succeeded in 
cajoling some of the Democrats. An astute 
man is Senator Edmunds. In their action 
towards us these Democrats seemed to be 
blind to the fact that they were apostatiz-
ing from their own principles; and that 
in doing so they were striking a deadly 
blow at the platform on which the party 
stood. We had been reasoning against 
this action; but our voices were unheard; 
we were considered heterodox upon re-
ligious matters, and it was supposed that 
we were heterodox upon political matters: 
therefore all that we said upon this subject 
fell heedlessly upon their ears. But we suc-
ceeded in getting an apostle of democracy 
to aid us, one of the old leaders of democ-
racy—Judge Jeremiah S. Black. He began 
to preach the true doctrines of democracy 
to his Democratic brethren; and to their 
amazement, some found that they had, in 
voting for this law, been trampling upon 
their own principles. And he proved it to 
them so thoroughly, that some of them 
became ashamed of it; and they said, “We 
have gone far enough.” He explained the 
principles of the Constitution and the 
rights that men had under that instrument 
when properly administered. Good doc-
trine for every politician, and every class, 
not for democrats so-called alone, but  
for republicans also. There is something  
in such doctrine that strikes a chord
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