
A PROVIDENCE OVER THE NATION. 65

Zion and building up and maintaining

the Kingdom of our God upon the earth,

which must be done through faith, by

righteousness, and by defending and

maintaining the rights of man and the

liberty and freedom which God has or-

dained for the welfare of all flesh, for

the protection and blessing of the human

family, and which it has been His pur-

pose to establish and maintain upon this

American continent. Latter-day Saints,

especially those who have grown up with

this people, as I have done from my

childhood, and witnessed the manifes-

tations of the overruling providence of

God in guiding the destinies of this peo-

ple, inspiring His servants who have

led and directed the movements of this

great people, and in defending them and

fighting their battles by the sword of

His Spirit, and the invisible powers that

have labored with us and for us—I say

to those who are able to see and compre-

hend these things, it is clear and plain

that God has had His eye upon this

American continent as the place where

He first commenced His great work on

the earth, where the greatest manifesta-

tions of His power were exhibited in the

days of the fathers before the flood, when

the fathers were gathered in the valley

of Adam-ondi-Ahman and received their

last instructions and blessings from Fa-

ther Adam, the Patriarch of this earth,

and where Enoch gathered his people

and established Zion, and where Noah

preached righteousness to the people

and prepared the ark of safety, and

where He has determined ultimately to

establish His Zion and gather together

His people, establish, maintain and de-

fend His government and the Priesthood

which he has revealed for the salvation

of the human family, where He will bring

again Zion that He has taken away, even

the Zion of Enoch; for when He shall

bring again Zion, says the Prophet, the

Lord will appear in His glory. And He

has long been laboring in His own mar-

velous manner among the nations of the

earth, turning and overturning, to bring

to pass His purposes and to gather to-

gether His elect; and He has moved

upon the oppressed of many lands and

climes—those who sought for enlarged

freedom and liberty and whose minds

reached out for more light and more

truth, and whose understandings were

expanded—to gather upon this Amer-

ican continent, and implanted in the

hearts of our fathers a love of free-

dom and liberty and equal rights. He

led them through schools of oppres-

sion. They passed through many diffi-

culties, and endured the rule of tyrants.

They bore oppression and suffered until

they learned how to appreciate freedom

and liberty, and how to detest misrule,

tyranny and oppression; they struggled

to burst the shackles that bound the hu-

man soul; they struggled for freedom of

thought, of speech, of action; they strug-

gled unitedly to burst the bonds, to break

the yoke, from off their necks; they vied

with each other in this labor of love from

north to south, from east to west, in all

the colonies which were early planted

upon this continent. The Lord guided

their labors to a successful issue, result-

ing in freedom from the tyranny of the

effete governments of the old world; He

directed the combined efforts and labors

of those men in consolidating the result

of their labors and framing the system

of government under which we are now

permitted to live.

[At this point part of the congre-

gation moved from the body of the


