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gently, and good men and wise men ye
should observe to uphold; otherwise what-
soever is less than these cometh of evil.”

I deem it of much importance that
these principles should be well under-
stood and thoroughly impressed upon the
minds of the Latter-day Saints through-
out the world, and especially those dwell-
ing upon this American continent and
within the pale of this government, that
they may implant in the hearts of our
children a love of freedom and human
rights, and a desire to preserve them,
and to aid in maintaining and defending
them in all lawful and proper ways; and to
study the constitutional laws of the land,
and make others acquainted with them;
knowing the principles contained there-
in, and of learning how to apply them to
ourselves, to our children, and to our fel-
low men who are willing to be governed
thereby; study them that we may also
learn how to use them in suppressing tyr-
anny, misrule and other evils that affect
mankind; for God has ordained this form
of government in this age of the world,
and has chosen His own instruments to
further His great purposes on the earth—
the organization of his Church, the proc-
lamation of the everlasting Gospel, the
establishment of His Zion, and bring-
ing to pass His wonderful works which
He predicted by the mouths of the an-
cient Prophets. And this political system
and order of government is a power in
His hands established, preserved and de-
fended thus far by Him, which He will
continue to use as long as the people are
worthy of it, as long as they will maintain
their integrity, uprightness and virtue;
and at no time will the Latter-day Saints,
as a people, ever stand approved before
God in violating those principles or
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slackening their efforts to maintain and
defend them. They are closely allied to
the teachings of the ancient Prophets and
Apostles, to the doctrines, practices and
teachings of the Savior and His disciples,
and they are the best means and aids of
extending and promoting those principles
on the earth. Whatever some may have
thought of the maladministration in our
government and of the efforts of indi-
viduals and sometimes of large factions,
to abridge the rights of the people, and
of their blind zeal and efforts to reach the
Latter-day Saints, and to stamp out the re-
ligion we profess—whatever may have been
thought of the efforts of such individuals,
cliques, or factions, and of their warfare
against us; and who in that warfare trample
under foot constitutional provisions of our
Government—undermine the foundations
upon which it rests—we must never in our
feelings charge any of these things to this
system of government, or to the principles
enunciated is the Constitution, which we
are commanded to observe and keep. We
must charge it always where it belongs—
to the bigotry, the ignorance, the selfish-
ness, ambition and blind zeal of ignorant
and corrupt politicians, their aiders and
abettors, and all this should only serve to
make us try more earnestly, anxiously and
faithfully to combat such efforts upon
constitutional grounds, calling upon God
to help us therein.

We were told this morning by Brother
Woodruff—quoting the word of the
Lord given through the Prophet Joseph
Smith concerning the promises He
has made to His people—that inasmuch
as we will be true to ourselves, true to
God, true to our covenants and to our
holy religion, that He will fight our
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