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battles, defend and maintain our cause,

make it triumph and flourish, so that

the wicked shall have no power to pre-

vail against us. These promises have

often been repeated to us, and last Oc-

tober we had a renewal of this assur-

ance and this promise in the word of the

Lord given unto us through His servant

President John Taylor, and at a time

and period, too, when many in our midst

were weakening and their knees were

beginning to tremble a little, and there

were others who were inclined to fal-

ter and doubt, and fear was upon some.

Our enemies—especially the bigot, the

hypocrite, the demagogue, the political

quacks of the country—rejoiced, think-

ing that they were succeeding in their ef-

forts to weave webs around us, to forge

fetters for our feet and yokes to place

upon our necks, and to lash us into obe-

dience to them. But the great major-

ity of the Latter-day Saints were calm

in their feelings as a summer's morn-

ing, trusting as they have ever done

in the promises of God, inspired with

faith and hope in his overruling provi-

dence; and while we were doing what we

might do properly under the Constitu-

tion and institutions of our country for

the maintenance of our freedom and lib-

erty, leaving the rest with God, exercis-

ing faith in His promises, continuing to

pray for His blessing to attend our ef-

forts and to hedge up the ways of our

enemies; yet we have waited calmly for

the result of the promises of God, and

the answer to our prayers and the ful-

fillment of those things that have been

spoken to us; and how signally have

we seen them fulfilled. We have seen

the very means which the enemies of

this people have devised, and intended

for their enslavement become before us

as chaff, as thorns crackling under the

pot, as a broken yoke to be used to kin-

dle the fires of freedom and liberty. In

former times the efforts that have been

made in Congress and out of Congress

to press the representatives of the peo-

ple to hostile and unconstitutional legis-

lation as a means to help religious big-

ots to suppress the doctrines of Christ,

the ordinances of life and salvation, the

rule and reign of righteousness among

the people of God—I say, in their ef-

forts to reach our religious principles and

faith, and the exercise of those princi-

ples under that faith, and to crush it

out from the earth—in their efforts to

do so, they have moved upon statesmen

to violate the Constitution of our coun-

try and the principles of human free-

dom on which our government has been

founded in order to accomplish this pur-

pose. But all those who have thus stul-

tified themselves before the world, and

before the heavens, and have done vio-

lence to their oath of office and to the

Constitution, to the rights of man, and

to the principles of freedom and liberty,

have weakened, have gone down, the

scepter of their power has fallen from

their grasp, they have been dishonored

before the heavens and before their peo-

ple as a rule, and sooner or later we will

witness others going down into the pit of

forgetfulness as their predecessors have

done. For the Lord has decreed it. And

today the young men of Israel who are

assembling in their Improvement Asso-

ciations in all the Stakes of Zion, in all

the Wards and settlements of the people

throughout the land, and in their quo-

rum meetings, and in their political as-

semblies, are all learning and cultivating

these principles of liberty in their minds,

introducing and extending them among

the rising generation, the sons of Zion,


