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low men they must be held answerable

to their fellow men for such trespass and

wrong. And for this purpose human gov-

ernment is instituted, approved by the

people, to hold each other responsible

unto each other or unto the community,

for the abuse of their freedom and lib-

erty, and for this purpose laws are en-

acted and judges provided to judge ac-

cording to the law, and to administer the

law when it becomes necessary to punish

transgressors. And God has commanded

us in the revelation which He gave to us,

that in case Church members violate a

law of the land, they shall be delivered

up to be dealt with according to the law

of the land; that if they shall murder, rob

or steal, or commit perjury or any other

crime of which the law of the land takes

cognizance, they shall be delivered up to

be dealt with for their offense. But that

for all manner of iniquity they shall be

delivered up to the law of God to be dealt

with according to the law of God; and

those laws which are given unto you, as

the laws of God, for your government in

the Church must be treated as such. And

it becomes our duty as good Saints, as

those that are bound together by the ties

and in the fellowship of the Gospel, as

those that have covenanted to serve God

and to keep his commandments, to work

righteously and to deal justly one with

another, that if we violate the principles

of the Gospel and the laws which God

has given unto us, that we shall be de-

livered up to the judges in Israel, and the

Teachers shall labor with such, and their

labors of love shall be directed earnestly

to the reformation and repentance of

all persons that have done wrong and

done violence to the feelings, faith

and fellowship of their brethren and

sisters. And for every manner of sin

shall they be held accountable unto the

Councils of the Church, to the Bishops

who are common judges in Israel; and

to the High Councils. And though we

may succeed in winning them to repen-

tance, and they turn away from evil and

will do so no more, and succeed in elic-

iting the sympathy and forgiveness of

their brethren, still, if they have violated

a law of the land, they must be made

subject to that law, and to endure the

penalty. And if they pay the penalty

with patience, which is but the legiti-

mate fruits and testimony of genuine re-

pentance, satisfying all that they appre-

ciate their wrong and determine to do

so no more, when the penalty is paid,

they may with renewed determination

begin to serve their God, and prove to

their brethren that their repentance was

genuine and sincere. And although we

are required to forgive all men, God says

that He reserves to Himself the right

to forgive whomsoever He will, because

he searches all hearts and knows, as we

cannot know, how far their repentance

is genuine, and how far they ought to

be forgiven. It is important that we as

Latter-day Saints, understand what God

requires of us towards each other in the

Church of Christ, and also what He re-

quires of us towards the State. For the

constitutional laws of the land are for

the protection of the rights of all flesh;

the liberties of Saints as well as those

of sinners. And if sinners can afford to

dishonor the law, surely Saints cannot,

neither can they justify others in so do-

ing; neither can Saints afford to override

the laws of God, or to wink at others who

may do so.

God will not hold us faultless if

we do. He requires us as Elders,

as Apostles, as Presidents, as Bishops,


