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lish them by the hands of wise men,

whom He raised up for that special pur-

pose, and redeemed the land by the shed-

ding of blood. It is therefore part of His

great work, as much so as the part of

revealing the keys of the Priesthood to

Joseph, and the ordinances thereof, for

the salvation of His people. For the polit-

ical organization upon the land was de-

signed by heaven to be a protection to

the righteous. "But," says one, "is it not

designed to protect the wicked?" No, not

in wicked acts, but in their freedom and

liberty, to think and to speak and to act,

and to choose for themselves; for in those

rights all must be protected. God has al-

ways protected them, both in heaven and

on earth. And he designed that all men

should protect one another, and if nec-

essary be united for the protection and

welfare of all flesh. Not that the laws

of the land or the laws of God will pro-

tect the wicked in doing wickedly, but

on the contrary, will condemn and judge

them. They are left to choose for them-

selves their course of life in exercising

their agency in all things pertaining to

themselves and the service of their God,

and to use freedom and liberty in do-

ing good, that which is right; but there

is no such thing as liberty to do wrong

and be justified in that wrong, neither on

earth nor in heaven, neither by the laws

of God, nor the just laws of man.

Now, the Supreme Court of the

United States, in its great zeal to estab-

lish and maintain monogamy upon this

American continent, and to strike a blow

at the patriarchal order of marriage, be-

lieved in by the Latter-day Saints, in

its decision in the Reynolds' case an-

nounced the doctrine that religion con-

sists in thought and matters of faith and

concerning matters of faith, and not ac-

tions, and the government is restrained

by the terms of the Constitution from

any efforts to curtail this freedom and

liberty. Wonderful doctrine! A wonderful

strain of judicial thought to announce to

the world, this wonderful doctrine that

the government should not attempt to

restrain the exercise of thought, or the

exercise of faith! I would like somebody,

that knows how to defend this doctrine,

to tell me how any one man, or any set

of men on the earth could go to work and

catch a thought and chain it up and im-

prison it, or stop its flight, or root it out

of the heart, or restrain it, or do away

with it. Let them go to and try to chain

the lightning, stop the sun from shining,

stop the rains from descending and the

mist from arising from the ocean, and

when they have done this, they may talk

about restraining men's faith, and exer-

cising control over the thoughts and faith

of the people. The fathers who framed

our Constitution were not such dunces,

I am happy to say, as Attorney General

Devens, who put that nonsensical lan-

guage and doctrine into the mouths of

the chief justices of the Supreme Court

of the United States—the fathers who

framed our Constitution, I say, were

not such dunces, they did not attempt

to place constitutional restrictions upon

the lawmaking power, to restrain them

from interference with faith and thought

and the exercise of religious opinion; but

they did attempt, and they did it in

plain language, to restrain the lawmak-

ing power from any effort at making law

for the establishment of religion, or pro-

hibiting the free exercise thereof. And

the exercise of religion implies some-

thing more than mere faith and thought.

I may think about being baptized for


