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fountain from which the Prophets of old
partook is open to us, and the servants
of God in the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints can learn the mind and
will of God respecting us as it exists in His
own bosom, because the fountain of revela-
tion is not dried up. Access is open unto
our Heavenly Father as it was in times of
old; and if Peter could learn the word of
the Lord and teach it to the former-day
Church, so the servants of God holding
a similar position today can call upon the
Lord and receive His word and declare it
to the Latter-day Church. If the Prophets
of God of old wrote and spoke as they were
moved upon by the Holy Ghost, there are
Prophets of God living upon the earth to-
day who can speak and write as they are
moved upon by the same power. And the
word of God that comes down from heav-
en in our day is just as authoritative as the
word of God that came in times of old and
that is written in the old books, and it is
of much more importance to the people
called Latter-day Saints, because it comes
direct to them from our living head. It does
not come in any ambiguous phraseology; it
does not come in a shape that would leave
it open to controversy; but it comes to us
clear, plain and straightforward, so that all
may understand. We have the benefit of
the living oracles; not only the words of
the oracles that are dead, but the words of
those that are living,

And we find when we come to investi-
gate the things that God makes manifest
in our own day through the living
oracles, that in spirit and in doctrine they
correspond with the things that God re-
vealed in days of old. We, then, have
“a more sure word of prophecy” than
the things that were written aforetime.

The Apostle Peter spoke of this in his
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day. He said that holy men of God wrote
and spoke as they were moved upon by
the Holy Ghost, and that no prophecy of
the Scripture is of any private interpreta-
tion. He said, further, “We have also a
more sure word of prophecy; whereunto
ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a
light that shineth in a dark place, until
the day dawn, and the day star arise in
your hearts.” They had the living oracles.
The people who lived in Peter’s day had
not only the words of Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Ezekiel and the other prophets, and the
Book of the Laws, as written by Moses,
the inspired prophet of God, who looked
upon God and talked with Him face to
face—they not only had these things
written in the ancient records, but they
had living oracles, men in their midst
who were authorized to speak in the
name of the Lord and declare to the
people the living word of God for their
present benefit. And as it was with the
people in that day, so it is in this Church
that Jesus Christ our Savior has reestab-
lished on the earth. We have the living
oracles, those who are called and or-
dained to stand between us and the Lord.
And in addition to all this we have the
great privilege of the Holy Ghost uni-
versally diffused throughout the body
of the Church for the benefit of every
member thereof; for every man and for
every woman, for every individual who
has been baptized into it and has re-
ceived its ordinances. Every person in the
Church may receive of this spirit which
is the light of God, which is the spirit
of inspiration, which bears record of
the things of God, and makes plain to
all who have it the things that God re-
veals through the living oracles. If a
servant of God speaks or writes under
the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, the
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