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tized in this way, we received a testi-

mony in our hearts that we were made

clean, that our sins were remitted, that

they had been washed away—not by the

water but through our obedience to the

ordinance which God had established

and the blood of Jesus Christ, which

was shed for the remission of our sins.

We had the conviction sealed upon our

hearts that we had received this bless-

ing. As the result thereof we were

thus brought to the unity of the faith.

Then when the servants of God laid

their hands upon us, according to the

pattern revealed from heaven, and con-

ferred upon us the Holy Ghost, the Com-

forter, we received the same spirit from

on high, the same Holy Ghost. The peo-

ple who received this ordinance in Scan-

dinavia had the same spirit come down

upon them as the people who received

it in England or in Scotland, and the

people on this Western Hemisphere on

which we live have received the same

spirit as the people received on the East-

ern Hemisphere. In every part of the

globe, wherever this ordinance was ad-

ministered the same spirit rested down

on the people and bore the same tes-

timony to them. Now, although there

are a variety of operations of this spirit,

yet the spirit is the same and the light

that it brings is the same. People do

not all receive that light to the same

degree, but the light is the same, just

as the light of the sun is the same to

all. Some people can see a great deal

further than others with their natural

eyes. Their eyesight is better, but the

light by which both see is the same. So

it is with regard to the gift of the Holy

Ghost. All people do not receive it in

the same degree, because they are not

all gifted with the same capacity, and

all have not the same desires; but the

difference is not in the spirit, it is in the

individual. Some people are very earnest

after the things of God, and he who seeks

finds, and the more he seeks in the right

direction the more he finds. He that is

dilatory in searching after the things of

God, obtains but little; he that is dili-

gent obtains much. All may receive it,

but they must obtain it in the way that

God has appointed, all receiving their

measure according to their diligence and

desire; but the spirit is the same. And

this spirit has operated upon our hearts

in such a way as to make us—a peo-

ple of diverse feelings and opinions—of

one heart and one mind in regard to this

matter. And wherever this Gospel has

been preached and people have received

it, they have been brought to a "unity

of the faith." They no longer have many

faiths and many baptisms, but one faith,

one baptism and one God, having com-

menced to walk in the same straight and

narrow way that leads to life and which

is the only way of salvation. And all peo-

ple who desire to enjoy the fullness of

His glory must walk that straight and

narrow way; "for wide is the road, and

broad is the gate that leads unto death,

and many there be," we are told, "that

go in thereat." There is only one way of

life, only one plan of salvation, because

there is but one God to serve. If there

were many Gods to worship, there might

be many different ways to salvation; but

as to us there is only one God, there can

be but one Gospel, one Church, one gate

leading to the celestial city.

I have shown that it is possible

for a great many people of differ-

ent ideas and notions to be brought

to understand things alike. And if

this can be done in regard to one or


