
devils are continually stirring up the flames 
for the everlasting torment of the doomed. 
And this scene used to be described by 
popular divines in the most hideous and 
shocking manner. People have recently 
modified their ideas concerning future 
punishment, and the change is greatly 
due to the teachings of the Elders of this 
Church, and the doctrines which have 
been set forth and published as revealed 
through the Prophet Joseph Smith. The 
controversy that is now being conducted 
by leading theological minds upon the 
subject of probations, has been brought 
about through the effects upon the pub-
lic mind of the preaching of the Elders of 
the doctrine revealed in the very begin-
ning of the Church. You will find in the 
Doctrine and Covenants that God re-
vealed to Joseph Smith as early as March 
1830, that “Eternal punishment is God’s 
punishment.” Because God is an eter-
nal being. His laws are eternal, and there 
are penalties attached to all of them. But 
it does not follow that because a person 
may be banished into the eternal pun-
ishment it is intended that he shall stay 
there eternally. He may go into eternal 
punishment, he may go to the place pre-
pared for the rebellious and the sinner and 
stay there but for a certain period. Some 
may stay longer than others. In the lan-
guage of the Scriptures, some are beaten 
with many stripes, and others are beaten 
with but few stripes; but all stay until 
they have paid “the uttermost farthing;” 
all are punished according to the grav-
ity of their guilt. It will be “more toler-
able” in the day of judgment for people 
who did not hear the word of God in the 
flesh, and who were wicked, than for the 
wicked who did hear the word of God  
and rejected it. But the time will come

when all men will be judged, and the 
Apostle Paul says they will be judged by 
the Gospel; all will appear before the judg-
ment seat to be judged according to their 
works, receiving according to their merits 
or demerits, gauged by their light and their 
opportunities.

Now, the Lord made this very plain in 
the revelation he gave to Joseph Smith. 
The term eternal damnation God said had 
been used to work upon the hearts of the 
children of men altogether for His glory. 
That is, in the low condition of human-
ity in which most people are placed there 
must be a threat of punishment and a 
promise of reward to influence people to 
do that which is right. They ought to do 
what is right simply because it is right; to 
love truth for its own sake. But humanity is 
in a low, degraded condition, and a prom-
ise of reward has to be held out to induce 
people to do right, and threats of punish-
ment to restrain them from doing wrong. 
That is not the higher plane on which men 
are yet to stand. If people are trained aright 
they will love that which is true and dislike 
that which is untrue; they will love that 
which is virtuous, pure and Godlike, and 
dislike everything contrary thereto. They 
will do good, but not for reward; they will 
turn from evil, but not from fear of pun-
ishment. They will love truth and work 
righteousness for their own sake. But in 
the degraded condition of humanity this 
eternal punishment that has been preached 
has been allowed to go forth to work upon  
the hearts of the children of men alto- 
gether for the glory of God, that evil might 
be curbed, that transgression and sin  
might be restrained, that people might be 
checked from going headlong to destruc-
tion through fear of the consequences.
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