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On the 16th of February, 1832, the

Lord made this matter plainer. He gave

to Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon, one

of the most glorious visions that human

beings ever gazed upon. It is the most

complete and delightful that I have ever

read. There is nothing in the book called

the Bible that can compare with it. It

is full of light; it is full of truth; it is

full of glory; it is full of beauty. It por-

trays the future of all the inhabitants

of the earth, dividing them into three

grand classes or divisions—celestial, ter-

restrial, and telestial, or as compared

to the glory of the sun, the glory of the

moon, and the glory of the stars. It shows

who will be redeemed, and what redemp-

tion they will enjoy; and describes the

position the inhabitants of the earth will

occupy when they enter into their future

state. In that glorious vision we are told

that there is only a certain class who

shall not be redeemed in the due time of

the Lord. I will read a few verses:

"Thus saith the Lord concerning all

those who know my power, and have

been made partakers thereof, and suf-

fered themselves through the power of

the devil to be overcome, and to deny the

truth and defy my power—

"They are they who are the sons of

perdition, of whom I say that it had been

better for them never to have been born;

"For they are vessels of wrath,

doomed to suffer the wrath of God, with

the devil and his angels in eternity;

"Concerning whom I have said there

is no forgiveness in this world nor in the

world to come—

"Having denied the Holy Spirit

after having received it, and hav-

ing denied the Only Begotten Son of

the Father, having crucified him unto

themselves, and put him to an open

shame.

"These are they who shall go away

into the lake of fire and brimstone, with

the devil and his angels—

"And the only ones on whom the sec-

ond death shall have any power;

"Yea, verily, the only ones who shall

not be redeemed in the due time of the

Lord, after the sufferings of his wrath.

"For all the rest shall be brought forth

by the resurrection of the dead, through

the triumph and the glory of the Lamb,

who was slain, who was in the bosom of

the Father before the worlds were made.

"And this is the gospel, the glad tid-

ings, which the voice out of the heavens

bore record unto us—

"That he came into the world, even

Jesus, to be crucified for the world, and

to bear the sins of the world, and to sanc-

tify the world, and to cleanse it from all

unrighteousness;

"That through him all might be saved

whom the Father had put into his power

and made by him;

"Who glorifies the Father, and saves

all the works of his hands, except those

sons of perdition, who deny the Son after

the Father has revealed him."

I do not intend to read from this vi-

sion the condition of the people who will

be redeemed in the different degrees of

glory; you can do that for yourselves. I

merely refer to it that the point may be

made clear, that there are only a cer-

tain few who will not be redeemed in the

due time of the Lord, through the mer-

its of the atonement wrought out by Je-

sus Christ. The sons of perdition are

to go away into this everlasting pun-

ishment and abide there. And as we

are told in another part of the revela-

tion, the height and the depth, and ex-

tent of their misery no man knoweth. It


