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is not revealed except to a few, and then

the vision is closed up, as the things they

behold are unlawful to be uttered.

The "sons of perdition" are those

who have received the Gospel, those to

whom the Father has revealed the Son;

those who know something concerning

the plan of salvation; those who have

had keys placed in their hands by which

they could unlock the mysteries of eter-

nity; those who received power to as-

cend to the highest pinnacle of the celes-

tial glory; those who received power suf-

ficient to overcome all things, and who,

instead of using it for their own salva-

tion, and in the interest of the salvation

of others, prostituted that power and

turned away from that which they knew

to be true, denying the Son of God and

putting Him to an open shame. All such

live in the spirit of error, and they love it

and roll it under the tongue as a sweet

morsel; they are governed by Satan, be-

coming servants to him whom they list to

obey, they become the sons of perdition,

doomed to suffer the wrath of God re-

served for the devil and his angels. And

for them, having sinned against the Holy

Ghost, there is no forgiveness either in

this world or the world to come. But

all the rest Christ will save, through the

plan of human redemption prepared in

the beginning before the world was.

Now the question may be asked, how

can these things be? If no man can en-

ter into the Kingdom of God except he

be born of the water and of the Spirit,

and only a few are to receive this eter-

nal condemnation, how can the rest ob-

tain this great salvation, how can they

escape eternal punishment? The Lord

has provided a plan for them, and it

is very simple when properly under-

stood. I noticed in reading the reports

of recent discussions on probation af-

ter death that it was admitted by the

learned men engaged in it that they did

not know anything definite about it. The

notions and ideas of even the most ad-

vanced divines are but theories and spec-

ulations. But here we have the reve-

lations of God concerning these things,

that we may not be in the dark; so that

we can all come together and see eye

to eye and understand alike. For it is

true, and truth can be made plain to all

that desire its light. But when people do

not want to see the truth, they can shut

their eyes and exclude it from their spiri-

tual vision, as people sometimes shut out

from their eyes the light of the sun, from

their "best rooms," which, by the way, are

their worst rooms, for the very reason

that the blessed sunlight does not enter

there—so people can close the windows

of the soul and shut out the rays of the

sun of righteousness; but he who desires

to behold the truth may see it and com-

prehend it. As we now see each other by

the light of the sun, so people of different

minds and different races may turn their

eyes towards the truth, and by the light

of the Holy Ghost, they will see it exactly

alike. They will no longer be divided on

principles of doctrine.

But how can salvation come to those

who never heard the name of Jesus

Christ, who never heard the Gospel

while living; who never had the oppor-

tunity of being born of the water and the

Spirit, of being baptized by one with au-

thority, for the remission of their sins,

and having hands laid upon their heads

for the reception of the Holy Ghost—

how can they hear, how can they un-

derstand, how can they obey? Peo-

ple have fallen into the common mis-


