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tomb and went to the spirit world. Those

everlasting gates had to be lifted up.

"Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be

ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors; and

the King of glory shall come in." He

went and preached deliverance to the

captives, and opened the prison doors to

them that were bound. He went to pro-

claim the acceptable day of the Lord. He

came back to His sleeping body, and hav-

ing the keys of hell He also grasped the

keys of death, and His body was quick-

ened. He stood upon His feet and minis-

tered to His disciples. He could then go

to His Father and report the accomplish-

ment of His mission. He could say: "I

have done the work thou gavest me to do;

I have preached the Gospel to the meek;

I have bound up the brokenhearted; I

have preached deliverance to the cap-

tives; I have opened the prison doors of

them that were bound; I have led cap-

tivity captive; I have shed my blood as

an atonement for the sins of the world;

now, Father, accept of me and my labors."

ThenHe could come to the earth and say:

"All power is given unto me both in the

heavens and on the earth." He had ful-

filled His mission, and had received im-

mortal keys and honors and powers as

a reward of the fulfillment thereof. He

shall occupy the highest place among all

the sons of God, because He is the first-

born, and has performed the work of the

firstborn in the plan of human redemp-

tion. He will be exalted above every crea-

ture, because He was the most obedient

of every creature. He will be the great-

est, because He was the humblest. He

will be the richest, because He was the

best. He is the sinless Christ, and there-

fore He wears the eternal crown.

There is another question that

arises here. If men can hear the

Gospel in the spirit world, can they obey

it fully in the spirit world? Let us look

at that a little. Here are the Gospel or-

dinances. Are ordinances of any effect?

Yes, they are. "Except a man be born of

water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter

into the kingdom of God." Just the same

as if an alien does not obey the natu-

ralization laws, he cannot become a cit-

izen of the United States. God's house

is a house of order. He has a way of

His own, and he that will not accept that

way cannot obtain the blessing. Then

can those spirits who hear the Gospel in

the spirit world obey the Gospel fully?

Can they believe? Yes. Can they re-

pent? Why not? It is the soul of man,

or the spirit of man in the body, not the

body, that believes. It is the spirit of

man in the body that repents. What is

it that obeys the ordinances? Why, the

spirit. But these ordinances belong to

this sphere in which we live, they belong

to the earth, they belong to the flesh.

Water is an earthly element composed

of two gases. It belongs to this earth.

What there is in the spirit world, we

know little about. But here is the wa-

ter in which repentant believers must be

baptized. Can they be baptized in the

spirit world? It appears not. What is

to be done, then. The Apostle Paul asks

this question in the fifteenth chapter of

the first epistle of the Corinthians: "Else

what shall they do which are baptized for

the dead, if the dead rise not at all? why

are they then baptized for the dead?" It

seems that the people to whom that was

written were familiar with the ordinance

called baptism for the dead, and they

were baptized for their dead. Paul was

arguing upon the literal resurrection of

the body, and says, What shall they do

if the dead rise not; why are they then


