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ago that one of the stories most fre-

quently circulated, published and dwelt

upon, upon the platform and in the pub-

lic press, was that no man or woman

could leave Utah without the consent of

President Brigham Young; that no man

or woman could write a letter from Utah

Territory without it being inspected by

him; that we lived here in a condition

of terror imposed upon us by President

Young and those who were immediately

associated with him; and that if a man

or woman attempted to leave, especially

if he or she had left the faith, he would be

followed by destroying angels, and that if

he escaped at all it would be at the risk of

his life and probably the entire loss of all

that he owned. So firmly had this idea

obtained possession of many minds that

today it forms the staple of two or three

dramas that are played upon the stage

and that receive considerable patronage

east and west.

When Albert Sidney Johnston came

here with the army in 1857-8, the pop-

ular idea was, that as soon as the troops

reached this valley there would be a com-

plete outburst on the part of the people;

that they would hail with unbounded joy

the presence of the stars and stripes in

their midst, and that women by hun-

dreds would leave the bondage in which

they were supposed to be living.

Now, as I have said, one by one we

have proved the falsity of these state-

ments. But does this misrepresenta-

tion and slander concerning us cease?

Not in the least. The manufacture

still continues. Every conceivable slan-

der is manufactured and put in circu-

lation. No sooner is one lie nailed to

the counter than another is started and

passes current, until there are many

people who scarcely know what to think,

they having such exaggerated ideas con-

cerning the people of Utah Territory.

The railroad has done us an im-

mense amount of good in making us

better known. The travel to and fro

across the continent, together with the

travel throughout these valleys north

and south, east and west, has had the

same effect. But with increased knowl-

edge there has come an increased dread.

A feeling has taken possession of a great

many minds that we are a people greatly

to be dreaded. This brings to my mind

a remark made by a man whose name

you are familiar with, he having taken

a very prominent part in the discussion

of our case in Congress, in the House of

Representatives, a representative by the

name of Haskell, a sort of half preacher:

One day in conversation with me, at the

time the Edmunds' bill was being dis-

cussed, he remarked: "I have had occa-

sion, Mr. Cannon, to examine Catholi-

cism and am somewhat familiar with the

Roman Catholic organization. I have

also paid some attention to the organi-

zation of your Church. I think it the

strongest and most magnificent organi-

zation that exists at the present time in

Christendom, or within the range of my

knowledge—where did you get it?"

It was no feeling of admiration that

prompted these remarks. He followed

them up by stating that the time would

come, if this legislation did not answer,

when the army would be brought to bear

upon us and our organization would be

wiped out in blood. You see the feeling he

had was one of dread, of apprehension.

Instead of viewing this organization in

its true light he looked upon it as an en-

gine of evil that would be likely to accom-

plish dreadful results, that was in antag-


