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and to hate those who teach it. Yet

there are a great many people who say

there is no God and no devil. I would

like them to explain why we have suf-

fered as we have; why it is that a peo-

ple who, were it not for their religion,

ought to be applauded for what we have

done in these mountains, are treated as

we are treated. When we had the con-

trol of these valleys, from one end of the

land to the other, from north to south,

drunkenness was unknown; a woman

might then have traveled our streets and

our highways, even to the most remote

parts of our Territory, and never hear

a word of disrespect, never witness a

gesture that would cause her to blush;

she could travel in perfect peace and

safety throughout all our cities and set-

tlements. Robbery was unknown, and

human life was sacred. So with prop-

erty. Peace reigned in our borders. We

look back to it now—I do, I look back to

those days and contrast them with the

present, and ask myself, How long is this

condition of things to continue? We could

leave our doors unlocked; no one thought

of thieves. Virtue was cherished, and a

man who would be guilty of unvirtuous

acts was denounced. And such industry

as we practiced—and it is no boasting

to say so—was unparalleled. We dwelt

here in peace—people from various na-

tions speaking various languages, of var-

ious modes of thought, and various ed-

ucations, living here in peace and quiet,

each man pursuing his own course un-

molested by his neighbors. This was the

condition of our Territory. It might be

thought that a people thus living, living

in a country that no other people could

possibly covet, that is so far as agri-

cultural interests, the pursuits we fol-

low mainly in Utah, were concerned—

it might be thought that such a people

might be left unmolested to enjoy the

fruits of their industry and toil.

We did not touch the mines, for we

knew if we opened them and embarked

in mining that they would be coveted by

others, and therefore it has not been our

policy to touch mines. In the beginning

it would have been a most unwise pol-

icy to have done this; it would have un-

settled us, and instead of spending our

time in raising the food necessary to sus-

tain life we would have been prospect-

ing in the mountains, hunting for the

precious metals. But when the railroad

was finished and it was then possible

to obtain supplies from other places if

we ran short, it was even then impolitic

for us to take up mines from the fact

that if we had obtained rich mines we

could not have hoped to have held them;

they would have been coveted, and in the

courts the probabilities are we should

not have stood as good a chance as other

people.

If you think, my brethren and sis-

ters, that we are to be unmolested and

left free from attack, you are deceiv-

ing yourselves. It is not written in the

heavens above, or in the earth beneath;

just as sure as we live we shall have

opposition, persecution and violence to

contend with. God has stretched forth

His hand to establish a power in the

earth. That power has excited antag-

onism in the past; it excites antago-

nism today, and it will continue to ex-

cite antagonism to the end, until God

reigns, and the inhabitants of the earth

bow to His scepter. This book (the

Bible) is full of predictions concerning

it. All the prophets who have ever spo-

ken concerning the last days have fore-

told that God would do a mighty work


