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have not in our faithfulness violated the
laws of God. We are sincere in our belief;
and give me a fanatic any time in prefer-
ence to a scoundrel. I can tolerate a fanatic
who does what he believes to be right; but
I have no sympathy for a man or woman
who commits an act knowing it to be
wrong. We have been excluded from reg-
istering because we have done something
enjoined upon us by the Lord; but men
who have done things knowing them to be
wrong, who have acted contrary to the laws
of God and of man, men and women both,
can take the oath and register.

Well, I am glad of it; I am glad I am
not in that category; I do not want to be
in that crowd. I want to be able to say, as
I can say, that because of my religion, be-
cause of my doing that which I believe I
should be damned if I did not do I have
been disfranchised; I believe with all my
heart that God gave a command of that
kind, and it rested with such power upon
me that I believed I would be damned if
did not obey it. Now, I am willing to take
the consequences of that; but I would hate
to be put on a level with every adulterer
and seducer in the land; and I am not by
the ruling of the Commissioners. There is
a sharp, well defined line of demarcation
drawn between the Latter-day Saints, who
practice plural marriage because of their re-
ligion, and the adulterer and seducer.

I see the hand of the Lord in it all, and
I acknowledge it. God is overruling and will
overrule these things for our good. He will
test us, He will prove us, and if there is a weak
spot in us that is not seen, He will find it out.
We expect to attain to the glory that Christ,
our Lord and Redeemer, has attained to. We
pray for it, we have striven for it, that we
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might be counted worthy to sit down at
the right hand of God, our Eternal Father;
be counted worthy to dwell with Jesus in
the eternal worlds; and with the holy ones
who have gone before, with men whose
blood has been shed, who have not count-
ed their lives dear because of their reli-
gion—we expect to be with them. Can you
imagine, then, for one moment that we
can attain unto that glory unless we, like
them, are willing to endure all things for
the sake of the Gospel?

Now, the world thinks this is a very
strange practice for a religion; they won-
der at it; they cannot understand it. Yet,
let any man look abroad in the earth and
see the floodtide of corruption, the evils
under which mankind groan in the vari-
ous nations of Christendom, as also the
division and strife that exist in all religious
matters. Marriage and morals rightfully
belong to religion and are part of it. Go
out into the world and ask the ministers
of religion: “What shall I do to be saved?”
One will tell you one thing and another
another thing, each man walking his own
road, every congregation divided from its
fellow congregation—strife and confusion
of every kind amongst those professing
to be the followers of Jesus Christ. But
I have often thought, when I have been
traveling in the world and seen the spirit
that is manifested, that if I had no other
hope than that which I see all around me,
I would not care to have a family, I would
not care to have children, there would be
so little to live for; men seeking to take ad-
vantage of their fellow men in every pos-
sible way; men seeking to destroy their
fellow men; professors of religion having
none of the spirit that the Bible teaches us
is the Spirit of God. I never go from home
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