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without turning my face towards these

valleys, and the people of these moun-

tains, and without a profound feeling of

thankfulness to God that my lot has been

cast among this people, with all their

faults, and they are numerous, and with

all my faults, and they are numerous.

We have a love for each other and are

striving to overcome our faults and to

cultivate that love which belongs to the

gospel of Jesus Christ.

Now, let us be patient. As I said

to some friends whom I met yesterday,

I never felt happier in my life than I

do at the present time. True, I have

had to endure domestic affliction, which

has made me sorrowful. Yet I am glad-

dened by the hopes I have for the future,

and I can truly say I never felt happier

among our people than I do now. All

is peace; God is with us, His angels are

around about us, and His Holy Spirit is

being poured out upon us. I do not know

that the sun is any less bright, that the

moon is any the less clear, that the el-

ements are any less pure and delight-

ful than they were twelve months ago.

Our grain, our vegetables, our fruits, all

ripen, the earth yields of its strength

and gives us of its increase for our good.

Peace reigns in our habitations; peace

reigns in the hearts of the people. We

know that God overrules all, and that

He will control all things for His glory,

and for the accomplishment of His pur-

poses. Why, then, should we be sad?

Why should we mourn? Why should we

dread the future? Why should we antici-

pate that which will never occur? There

is no need for it. Let us enjoy today.

Let us rejoice today in the goodness of

God, and when tomorrow comes it will be

laden with blessings as today is. And so

it will be every day and every week and

every year until we are ushered into the

fullness of the glory of our God.

I have not had the opportunity before

of thanking you for your faith and good

feelings towards me while I have been

gone. I can assure you, my brethren and

sisters, I have appreciated them. Men

have said to me, in view of that which we

are passing through, and the bitter feel-

ing manifested towards us—How cheer-

ful you seem to be! I replied that I

had cause to be cheerful; that there was

not a man on the floor of Congress that

had more cause for cheerfulness than I

had. Behind me stood my constituents

in solid columns, giving me their support

and kind feelings and love. And I have

several times said, that from almost ev-

ery habitation in Utah, from north to

south, where Latter-day Saints dwell, I

knew that prayers to Almighty God as-

cended morning and evening, not from

men alone but from women and children,

in my behalf. I knew that, and it gave me

great comfort; yea, indescribable com-

fort. I thank you for your kind feelings,

as I do all my brethren and sisters.

I pray God to pour out His Holy Spirit

upon you; to preserve you from every

evil; to keep you in the truth; to cause

you to love it more than anything else

in the earth, and to follow it even to the

end, which I ask in the name of Jesus.

Amen.


