
SENATOR EDMUNDS' FAILURE. 111

were while listening to his remarks, and

I remember the reply which I was led to

make. It was this: We had been gathered

from the nations of the earth. We came

to these mountains to serve God with-

out respect to the thoughts or suffrages

of other people. We came here to main-

tain liberty of conscience and freedom of

worship, the provisions of the Constitu-

tion of our common country, and not to

compromise them upon any terms what-

ever; that I knew of no earthly wisdom

upon which we could safely rely in main-

taining those rights; that if the religious,

political and social affairs of the peo-

ple were given over to the management

of a hundred of the wisest uninspired

men to be found in Zion, they would

utterly fail to accomplish the purposes

of God, though they might in their ef-

forts to please man, sacrifice liberty and

the freedom of conscience, violate the sa-

cred provisions of the Constitution, and

make those whom they sought to serve

pliant slaves, unworthy of the blessings

which of right belong to a free people;

that the adoption of such a policy would,

within six months, place us in such a

condition of confusion and misery that

God alone could relieve our distress; that

if, on the other hand, we would exer-

cise faith in Him, live our religion, be

prayerful and humble, He would bring

us off, as He has done many times be-

fore, victorious. Can we not see how the

Lord has stayed the passions of men and

made their wrath to praise Him? Let

us reflect upon the difference between

the power exercised by the great lead-

ing light of the Republican party dur-

ing the passage of the Edmunds' bill in

the Senate of the United States a little

over a year ago, and the exercise of the

influence of the same man a year later.

Senator Edmunds, when he first called

up his bill was, in the Senate, almost

supreme. By the power of his intellect

and the fierce invective of his tongue,

he ruled, as it were, absolute master,

and his bill, unconstitutional and unjust,

passed the Senate with but little opposi-

tion. Few statesmen cared then to mea-

sure arms with him, but mark the re-

sults when God did so a year later.

Had the faith of this people changed?

Did we believe more in the laws of God

in March, 1882, than we did in March

1883? Certainly not. Why then was Sen-

ator Edmunds unable to carry out his

views and measures regarding this peo-

ple in the latter as he had succeeded in

doing in the former year? Because God

is a force in the world and its affairs,

whether men acknowledge it or not. His

power always has been, and always will

be greater than man's power.

Men may think what they please and

sneer at what they may be pleased to

call fanaticism, but this I know, shame

and confusion was the part of Senator

Edmunds when, after six hours vain en-

deavor to force the passage of another

infamous measure against us, he stood

up in the Senate and confessed that he

could see by the ruling of the presiding

officer, and by the votes of his opponents,

that it was impossible to carry the mea-

sure which he had in hand, and therefore

moved for an adjournment. Was his de-

feat, chagrin and shame accomplished by

the wisdom of man? We think not. We

at least are willing, as we always have

been, to acknowledge the hand of God

in these things. God not only holds the

destinies of nations in His hands, but

He holds also the destiny of individual

man. He can humble those who mea-

sure arms with Him, as He has done


