
many times in the past. We fear not the 
power, nor do we gloat over the fall of 
man, public or private, but we have 
learned by experience that when they rise 
up and contend against this people and 
the principles of liberty and right, God 
marks them, and their course thenceforth 
is not upward but downward. In March, 
1882, when in Washington, D.C., in com-
pany with other brethren, visiting Brother 
George Q. Cannon, then our honored del-
egate, I remember the sentiments expressed 
by some members of the Republican party. 
They would come privately and say: “We 
view this bill—referring to the Edmunds’ 
bill—as infamous in its measures; we can 
see that it is unconstitutional, that it seeks 
to rob a whole people of their political 
rights. But our profession is that of politics; 
we have no other business, and numerous 
petitions are coming here daily from our 
constituents, praying us, commanding us, 
to pass some law for the suppression of 
“Mormonism.” Now what shall we do? 
If we comply not with their demands our 
constituents will, at future elections, reject 
us at the polls.” Was not a similar argu-
ment used by the Jews, when they said, “If 
we let him thus alone, all men will believe 
in him: and the Romans shall come and 
take away our place and nation?” Fearing 
that, they crucified him, and what was the 
result? The very thing they sought to save 
was that which was speedily lost. When 
weighed in the balance they were found 
corrupt, cruel, vindictive, murderous; un-
able to maintain principle, defend justice, 
or do what they knew to be right. A dis-
position to oppress swayed their hearts  
and tyranny marked their actions to  
such an extent, that God rejected them  
as a people, scattered to the four winds

and made of them, in the midst of nations, 
a hiss and a byword.

In this connection let anyone who feels 
disposed, take the pains and trouble to 
look over the Congressional Record and see 
how those who were willing to sacrifice 
principle at the shrine of everything that 
was wrong, willing to sacrifice the liberties 
of a people poor and oppressed, examine 
and see how many of that character have 
been returned. Have not more than fifty 
percent of them been rejected at the polls? 
Ask the democrats how this has come 
about, and why it has come about, and 
they cannot tell you. Ask the Republicans 
and they cannot tell you. But ask God, 
who holds the destinies of nations and 
peoples in His hand, and He can tell you. 
On the other hand examine the record of 
those who fearlessly stood up in defense of 
Constitutional liberty, maintained invio-
late their oath of office, sustained the right, 
and were true to themselves. They too felt 
the pressure of priestly inflamed public 
sentiment, but bowed not to its tyranni-
cal demands. They too realized the dangers 
and perils that might beset their efforts for 
future recognition at the polls, but having 
moral courage they planted themselves on 
principle, not prejudice, and their constit-
uents, in a great measure, have endorsed 
their policy and sustained their heroic con-
duct. If I have been correctly informed, a 
much greater percentage of those who sus-
tained right on the “Mormon” question in 
the 47th, have been returned to the 48th 
Congress, than of those who pursued the 
opposite policy. We should entertain no 
fear of men or nations, for they cannot 
prevent the Almighty from accomplishing  
His purposes, or bringing to pass His de-
crees. History, so far as I have been able
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