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undermining the virtue of our boys, and

the chastity of our girls? Do not ine-

briates and harlots usually go hand in

hand, and saloons and houses of ill re-

pute grow up side by side?

Had we the means of ascertaining the

facts I am satisfied we should find that

nine out of every ten cases of the lapse of

virtue among us, could be traced to the

use and influence of liquor of some kind.

I am led to this conclusion by positive

knowledge in a few sad cases that have

come under my personal observation.

Again, the love of liquor is transmissi-

ble. No man, therefore, can be a true

servant of God while entailing misfor-

tune and misery—perhaps decrepitude

and idiocy upon his posterity. If any

among us cannot control their appetite

for drink, at least let them not transmit

their thirst as a heritage to their chil-

dren, who should be begotten in purity

and brought forth untrammeled by un-

natural and debasing appetites that tend

to the lust of the flesh. A man addicted

to intemperance cannot subject himself

to the will of God, nor can he govern his

passions to the sanctification of his body,

failing in which he cannot reasonably ex-

pect to govern others in righteousness

for their salvation. How then, are such

worthy to stand at the head of families in

Zion? To me few sights are more painful

than to see a sorrow stricken wife bend-

ing over the wash tub and working like

a slave to support herself and children;

and perhaps her drunken husband, who

warms his miserable, useless body on

the sunny side of walls frequented by

others of his kind. If we could gaze

through the sorrowful eyes down into

the pain-stricken hearts of such wives—

and there are some even in Zion of that

kind—we should hardly find a blessing

there for those who lift the tempting cup

to the lips of their fallen husbands. It is

true the liquor traffic, among Christians,

is regulated by law and disposed of gen-

erally under license, but that does not

make it an honorable business, nor does

it in any way, so far as I can see, restrict

the evils that follow its use. To regulate

and license the manufacture and indis-

criminate sale of whiskey may, in some

places, be a necessary and unavoidable

evil, but such laws as moral and refor-

matory agencies have certainly proven

failures. The poor, half-starved chil-

dren, depraved men, and ruined women

that nightly visit the gin palaces of Lon-

don, Liverpool, New York, Chicago, and

other great cities, speak unmistakably

of failure. The crowded prisons, poor-

houses, insane asylums, testify of fail-

ure. The gambler who resorts to forgery

as a means with which to retrieve his

fortune, the sot that wallows in the gut-

ter and blasphemes the name of God,

the raving maniac whose reason drink

has dethroned, the murderer who took

the life of his brother while intoxicated

and dies with a curse upon his lips as

he falls through the trap of the gallows,

all testify of the woe, utter failure and

irreparable ruin wrought by the use of

alcohol, made easy of access by the regu-

lations of law.

Let me, in the name of the Lord,

urge the Saints to abstain from its use.

It weakens the body and impairs the

mind. When the highest order of phys-

ical excellence is required, science inter-

dicts its use. Men trained for great bod-

ily effort and long endurance are forced

to be temperate or be defeated. Those

who compete for collegiate or literary

honors understand the value of tem-


