
perance. In view of these facts, the Elder, 
High Priest or Seventy who is addicted to 
the use of liquor, is unfit to perform the la-
bors which God requires of him. Is it pos-
sible that we as Elders of Israel, at home 
and abroad, cannot see the results of these 
things? Do we not know that like begets 
like? Do we not know that men whose 
blood is fevered and whose judgment is 
blinded are not fit to multiply and replen-
ish, not fit to be in that holy law of mat-
rimony ordained and made sacred by the 
Almighty? Let the world talk about and 
deride the institution of celestial marriage. 
What concerns us more in Utah is the fact 
that there are not men enough who under-
stand the laws of life, and who stand pure 
and holy, upon the higher basis of that 
sacred law, to become the husbands of all 
the pure and today marriageable women 
in Zion. God foresaw what the nations 
would do. We were told yesterday by Elder 
Erastus Snow that men of great influence 
in the world were preaching the doctrine 
of human limitation, which leads to mur-
der. And yet these very men will preach 
morality to you and me. While killing their 
own offspring, and urging others to do it, 
they tell us we shall not obey the laws of 
God pertaining to increase. I say we will. 
And upon natural principles, upon scien-
tific principles. The boys and girls who 
live according to the law of the Lord will 
become the head and not the foot. They 
will have stronger bodies, stronger minds, 
and by the force of the “survival of the fit-
test,” will, eventually, under the direction 
of divine revelation, govern the affairs of  
the world. It has been so predicted;  
God has decreed it, who will prevent it?

Let us therefore unite in turning our faces 
against the evil practices so prevalent in 
the world. Let us begin to understand and 
live according to the laws of nature, real-
izing that violations thereof bring penalties 
which sometimes are transmitted to the 
third or fourth generation. In the trans-
mission of life God has devolved upon 
His creations the highest and most deli-
cate functions, and which, if abused, entail 
misery and often premature death. God 
has His glory in the perpetuation of life. 
With wonder and admiration, we behold 
life everywhere. We see it struggling in the 
vegetable kingdom and breathing in the 
animal creations. Cut down and trample 
under foot the noxious weed, and yet by 
the law that governs its increase it strug-
gles upwards, and unless utterly destroyed 
matures seed for new life, and thereby 
perpetuates itself. All nature responds to 
the eternal law of increase. Man, being 
prompted by him who rebelled in heaven, 
alone seeks to defeat life, and bring confu-
sion and death. While he and his emissar-
ies strive through the commission of hor-
rid crimes, even murder, to limit human 
increase, let us as Saints sanctify body and 
soul being pure in heart and mind, a fit lin-
eage through which noble spirits may pos-
sess tabernacles unto the glory of God the 
Father of spirits. Let fathers and mothers in 
Zion beget children, as Samuel the ancient 
prophet was begotten, and I tell you there 
is no power on earth or in hell that can 
stop the progress of this people. We will 
increase and spread abroad until Zion shall 
arise and shine, and the Kingdom of God 
shall have supremacy and sway forever. 
Amen.
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