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word which I have spoken unto you.

"Abide in me, and I in you. As the

branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except

it abide in the vine; no more can ye, ex-

cept you abide in me.

"I am the vine, ye are the branches:

He that abideth in me, and I in him, the

same bringeth forthmuch fruit: for with-

out me ye can do nothing.

"If a man abide not in me, he is cast

forth as a branch, and is withered; and

men gather them, and cast them into the

fire, and they are burned.

"If ye abide in me, and my words

abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will,

and it shall be done unto you.

"Herein is my Father glorified, that

ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my dis-

ciples."

One of the Prophets, I think it was

Jeremiah, said that the vine was the no-

blest or choicest of all the trees of the

forest. The Savior, no doubt, in view of

this general understanding, adopted the

vine to figuratively represent the pre-

cious principles which He undertook to

illustrate in the foregoing passages of

Scripture, and which I wish to make

some allusion to, in illustration of the im-

portance of our being in a proper position

to attend to our duties faithfully, which

is necessary for the complete growth and

progress of the vine, to which we are at-

tached in all its branches, leaves, flowers

and fruits.

Christ's Church is frequently spoken

of as a vine of the Lord's planting in

the earth. Our Savior and the an-

cient Prophets Nephi, Jacob, Zenos, and

others, spoke of the husbandman going

forth in the morning to employ work-

men to labor in his vineyard, during the

heat and burden of the day; and also

about the eleventh hour, of his employ-

ing laborers to go into the vineyard and

prune it for the last time. I wish to re-

mind you my brethren of the Priesthood,

especially those who are called to oc-

cupy important leading positions in the

Wards, the Stakes and councils of Zion,

that you are the men who were spoken

of and written about in their parables.

The Prophets of those early days were

so filled with the spirit and power of

the Gospel and of revelation, that they

looked into the future and saw in vision

the birth of Christ and the work that he

was to perform. They also beheld our

day, and the work in which we are en-

gaged. It must be borne in mind that we

are not working alone for our dear selves,

but for those coming after us; and that

our work bears a strict relation to those

that have been here and gone before us

to the spirit world, to whom we are as

closely related; and without whom we

cannot be made perfect, any more than

they without us.

Therefore, every Elder clothed with

the Priesthood has a right to officiate

in ordinances affecting the happiness of

those who have gone before, as well as of

being the means of bestowing blessings

upon those who follow him; and for the

use of this power he will be held account-

able.

Now let it be understood, Jesus

said, "I am the true vine." Every-

body acquainted with the art of prun-

ing knows that to make a tree bear

the greatest amount of fruit he must

trim it so that there will be no small

branches springing up around the roots,

but that there be one vine with all

the sap running through it. He

has not only said, "I am the true

vine;" but also "ye are the branches."

If the tree be properly trimmed the

sap, which is the life of it, will go


