
recognize the right of Apostle Brigham or 
his brethren of the Council to preside over 
him. And where did he go? He started an 
offshoot of the Church by himself, and 
both he and those who followed him went 
out into the world to destruction and to 
the devil together. This is the fate of those 
who think they can “run” themselves and 
can “run” the affairs of the Church and 
Kingdom of God separately and indepen-
dent of their brethren. If he had continued 
and abode in the vine and made himself 
one with Brigham Young and the Apostles, 
he would have gathered with us to these 
valleys of the mountains, rejoiced with us, 
and laid down his bones here, and been 
one with the people of God. But, no; he 
went off by himself, feeling totally inde-
pendent of his brethren. He abode not in 
the vine, and brought forth no fruit.

If there be any among us who say in 
their hearts I received my blessings from 
President Young, he bestowed upon me all 
blessings, authority, Priesthood, and keys 
of power that anyone else has received, not 
excepting President Taylor or any of the 
Apostles, and I have just as much right to 
advise and build up according to my own 
direction as he or they have—let such take 
warning by the course of Lyman Wight, 
Geo. Miller, and others, who have struck 
out independently and see the end which 
their course has led them to. As the Savior 
said, “If a man abide not in me, he is cast 
forth as a branch, and is withered; and men 
gather them, and cast them into the fire, 
and they are burned.”

There is no other way for the brethren 
of the Apostles, the Presidents of Stakes, the 
Bishops of Wards and for all those who stand

in authority in the Church—there is no 
other way for men to have the love of 
Christ in them, to have the power of the 
Priesthood, to grow with God’s Kingdom, 
but that they abide in the vine, be one with 
their brethren, keep fast to the truth, and 
derive their full share of the sap that comes 
from the roots through the body of the 
vine.

This is the principle I wish the breth-
ren would consider. It is a beautiful figure 
which the Savior draws, and beautifully 
represents the great truth that should be 
fastened upon our minds, as He tried to 
fasten it upon the Apostles and Priesthood 
of His time. “Every branch in me that 
bringeth not forth fruit he taketh away: 
and every branch that beareth fruit, he pur-
geth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.”

Then, we must look out and see that 
nothing offends us; that we live in harmo-
ny with all the instructions and counsels 
of the Church; we want to see the spirit of 
love and power flowing not only through 
the body, but through all the branches, 
until it reaches the utmost extremity of 
the vine. Not only the Apostles, Seventies 
and High Priests, but the Deacons and 
members, all who have been baptized into 
Christ and who abide in Him.

Some of you may have noticed and seen 
that there are vines whose branches ex-
tend quite to the tops of the tallest trees, 
and that it was difficult to fell such trees 
because of the sustaining power of the 
vine. The vine bears the choicest of all 
fruits. This vine which God has planted 
in these last days is the choicest and great-
est of all, and it will make itself manifest 
as such. And we wish all those breth-
ren who are called to labor in the vine- 
yard, to be in a position to attend these
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