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works to perform associated with the

Church, with the Kingdom, and with the

Zion of God. I think sometimes that we

as a people are a good deal sectarian in

our feelings, and it is necessary for us oc-

casionally to look at the pit from whence

we were dug, and the rock from whence

we were hewn. We are all too ready to

cry out, as the sectarians do in their dif-

ferent orders,

"The temple of the Lord, the temple of

the Lord, The temple of the Lord are we."

And we are apt to forget sometimes the

mission that God has placed upon us,

which is a mission of mercy, a mission of

light, a mission of intelligence, a mission

that is calculated to elevate the world of

mankind, even all those who will receive

and obey it. It is not intended for us

alone; it is intended for all men. Who

are the world, and who are we? We say

we are the children of God our Heavenly

Father. That is true; we are the children

of God our Heavenly Father. And is God

our Father? The Scriptures say so. But

what of the rest of the world—say of this

nation, and all other nations—what of

them? Whose children are they? They

are also the children of our Heavenly Fa-

ther, and He is interested in their wel-

fare as He is in ours; and as a kind and

beneficent father towards His children,

He has been seeking from generation to

generation to promote the welfare, the

happiness, and the exaltation of the hu-

man family. And let me say here, that

He is the fountain of life, the fountain

of light, and the fountain of intelligence,

as we used to say in the Church of Eng-

land when I was a little boy, and I sup-

pose they say so now; "it is He that hath

made us, and not we ourselves; we are

His people and the sheep of His pasture,"

He provides for us. We sometimes talk

about the hand of God being over us. Of

course it is, and will be over us forever,

if we will only serve Him, for He is al-

ways true. But His hand is over the na-

tions of the earth also. He is interested

in the welfare of this nation and all other

nations and all other peoples as well as

in our welfare. What was the great-

est blessing conferred upon Abraham?

One was that his seed should be numer-

ous as the stars of heaven, and as the

sand upon the seashore. I do not know

that he would have got along very well

in this land nowadays; they would have

been after him for polygamy. People do

not believe so much in these things now

as they did formerly. Nevertheless, the

Lord told him to take another wife; but,

then, perhaps the Lord made a mistake,

He had not studied modern Christianity;

He was, to use the language of the ad-

vanced Christian, behind the times. But

whatever may be thought or said about

it, according to the record that has come

down to us, He used to talk to people in

that day.

But let me refer you to another bless-

ing connected with Abraham, namely,

that in him and his seed should all the

nations of the earth be blessed. Or, in

other words, that God would honor him

by making of him and his seed agents

through whom He would communicate

truth, intelligence and salvation to the

world. It is said "the glory of God is

intelligence," and He is desirous to im-

part this intelligence to the human fam-

ily, that through it they may be ex-

alted to the Godhead. Abraham's pos-

terity were to stand as messengers of

God, as legates of the skies, commis-

sioned of the great Jehovah to proclaim

His word to fallen man, even to His


