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children; for God has made, we are told,

of one blood all the families of the earth,

and has given unto them a portion of His

Spirit, if haply they would feel after Him,

although He is not far from any one of

us. For in Him we live, and move, and

have our being. And under the influence

of His Spirit man has accomplished very

much good; and today there are hosts

of honorable, upright men who in their

hearts fear God, but they have not yet

found the right way. But in the provi-

dences of His mercy He has gathered a

people from the nations that they may

be taught and instructed in regard to the

laws of life and salvation. And this has

been brought about in fulfillment of an-

cient prophecy. Jeremiah, for instance,

in referring to it said, that he would take

them one of a city and two of a family,

and bring them to Zion. And what was

He to do with them when He should get

them there? He would give them pas-

tors after His own heart who should feed

them with knowledge and understand-

ing. And the same great event is referred

to by other Prophets.

I was very much pleased with the re-

marks made by Brother Erastus Snow,

with regard to our own nation, in which

he said that it had been by and through

the power of Almighty God, and in ac-

cordance with the words of the Lord

as contained in the Book of Mormon,

that the people were, in the first place,

impelled to come here, and after com-

ing here, to contend for human free-

dom upon this land; and it was by and

through the power of God, that the fa-

thers of this country framed the Declara-

tion of Independence, and also that great

palladium of human rights, the Consti-

tution of the United States. There is

nothing of the bigoted, narrow, con-

tracted feeling about that instrument;

it is broad and comprehensive. And

they had a bell in Philadelphia, which

I, and perhaps many of you have seen,

upon which was written, "Proclaim lib-

erty throughout the land, and to all the

inhabitants thereof;" but I was sorry to

see that the bell was cracked. I sup-

pose it got cracked after the grand ef-

fort that was made to proclaim liberty

throughout the land; and I have thought

since that it has not been soldered up

yet. But with all the weaknesses and im-

perfections associated with men, the gov-

ernment of this nation has been a great

bulwark for human freedom, and I felt

proud at the time when Mr. Edmunds,

with his colleagues, introduced his bill,

known as the Edmunds' bill, that there

was such a number of gentlemen who

had the manhood and the moral courage

to oppose it in the bold and manly way

in which they did, showing plainly that

they cherished in their bosoms the prin-

ciples contained in the Constitution. I

respect such men, and they command

the respect and esteem of all honorable,

right-thinking people. They could af-

ford to render themselves unpopular in

the eyes of religious bigots and fanatical

politicians, but they could not afford to

be amongst those that are ready to tear

down the bulwarks of human freedom,

and trail in the dust the flag of our coun-

try. They did not believe in our religion.

Of course, that is a matter of their own, it

is none of our business, neither is our re-

ligion any of their business, which they

understand and appreciate. There are

two things that I have felt very decided

upon ever since I could comprehend any-

thing; one was that I would worship God

as I pleased without anybody's dictation;


