CHILDREN OF A COMMON PARENTAGE.

and that I would dictate to no man his
faith, neither should any man dictate to
me my faith; and the other was that I
would vote as I pleased. And I enter-
tain the same sentiments today. When
the Commissioners, operating under the
Edmunds' law, made their extraordinary
rulings and authorized the administer-
ing of the test oath, declaring who should
vote and who should not, I could not help
remarking that people were acting very
foolishly, that they did not know what
they were doing; but whether they knew
it or not their attempts to wrest from this
people their rights and liberties, were
no more or less than indirect attempts
to tear down the bulwarks of American
liberty. But in this inexcusable attack
upon human rights and the principles
of liberty we can take no part. What
then will we do? They have no right, it
is true, to interfere with us in the way
they have done; they have no right, it
is true, to prohibit us from voting with-
out a hearing and without a trial; they
have no right, it is true, to present to us
a test oath, it being illegal and contrary
to our rights as American citizens. But
we will submit gracefully for the time
being, withdraw from the polls, rather
than act in the capacity of obstruction-
ists; and when the time comes we will
test these proceedings according to the
laws of the land, and the principles of
liberty guaranteed by the Constitution of
the United States, which we recognize
and respect. Have we yielded up our
franchises? No, we have not. Will we
ever do it? No, never; no, never. Have
we in the least backed down from the
principles by which we have been guided
from the beginning? No; we still mean to
live by them and to maintain them, and
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to contend for our rights, not by dy-
namite or nitroglycerine, but to do so
legally and constitutionally, not only in
defense of our own rights, but the rights
and liberties of our children and those
of every free man throughout the land.
This is the course we purpose taking.

As I before stated we have been called
from the nations of the earth by Him who
is our Father, we being His children. And
He has told us to ask, and we shall re-
ceive. He has told us to seek and we shall
find; to knock and it shall be opened to
us. Very well. What shall we do? We
will use the best means we can to defend
our rights; and after we have done this
we will then go to our Heavenly Father
and ask Him to help us. Will He do it?
Yes. Has He done it? Yes, and we ac-
knowledge His hand in regard to these
things. He has heard our prayers with-
out noise, without tumult. He has told
us thus far that if we will continue to
obey Him and to observe His laws, He
will deliver us and direct us even to the
end. And we need have no fears what-
ever about the result. He has promised
us that inasmuch as we do His will and
keep His commandments, He will fight
our battles. And I feel confident and per-
fectly easy, and I felt just as easy dur-
ing the furor and commotion that raged
through the land a few months ago as I
do today; knowing, as I do, that if we will
perform our part, the Lord will not fail to
do His. Because others act foolishly we
cannot afford to imitate them. We pro-
fess to be the Zion of God, the pure in
heart. We profess to be men and women
of integrity, of truth and virtue, and to
have faith in God. This must not only
be our profession, but our practice; we
must carry out and fulfill the word and



