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with these evils. In our former condi-

tion of isolation it was not a matter of

such great moment for the people to be

trained as they now are. They were not

exposed to the influences of an adverse

and hostile character like they are today.

With the change in circumstances there

has come a corresponding change, it may

be said, in strictness of organization,

and, as I have remarked, I am happy to

say a corresponding increase of knowl-

edge. We have many things to cope with

at the present time, which those who

resided here 25 years ago knew little or

nothing about. And it is an excellent fea-

ture of this system which God has estab-

lished, that it is so admirably adapted

to all the circumstances which may sur-

round the children of men. God bestows

wisdom according to the occasion and to

the necessities of the case, and He gives

strength and power to those who seek af-

ter them in the right spirit. He has done

so from the beginning and He will do so

until the end.

When the Elders of this Church have

gone forth and preached the Gospel, call-

ing upon the inhabitants of the earth to

believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and re-

pent of their sins and to be baptized for

the remission of them, those who sub-

mitted to these requirements received

the strength and the grace necessary to

enable them to contend with the dif-

ficulties which immediately surrounded

them. God poured out His spirit upon

them. God gave unto them a testi-

mony concerning the truth of the work

with which they had identified them-

selves. He gave unto them the strength

necessary to overcome all the obsta-

cles which laid in their pathway, and

they were filled with joy and peace,

and from that day until the present

the man or the woman who has thus

bowed in submission to the requirements

of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ

has been sustained, upheld, strength-

ened and delivered. The strength and

the grace, the gifts and the blessings

which God has promised have been

abundantly bestowed and have made the

individual who has received them equal

to every emergency. And that which is

true concerning individuals is true con-

cerning this entire people in their col-

lective capacity. As difficulties have in-

creased, as obstacles have had to be

overcome, and the condition of affairs

has changed and seemingly grown more

threatening, they have had strength and

grace and power given unto them com-

mensurate with the trials they have had

to meet. And God's hand has thus been

manifested in the most wonderful man-

ner in the eyes of those who believe and

who have had faith, and they have had

causes for thanksgiving and praise to

God every day that they have lived.

Now, the whole work from its incep-

tion until the present time is a mar-

vel and a wonder. It may be termed

phenomenal in the earth. It is unlike

anything else that we know of. It dif-

fers from every other system that is ex-

tant among men. There are features

connected with it which cannot be wit-

nessed anywhere else. Human nature

exhibits itself, it may be said, in new

forms. Characteristics are developed in

connection with this work which may

truly be said to be unique. You can-

not witness their exhibition among any

other people, nor in any other land. And

it is a remarkable thing that though the

Latter-day Saints number so few, com-

paratively speaking, there is no topic to-

day that can be broached in the hear-

ing of any of the people of Christendom


