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that excites the interest that "Mor-

monism" does. And yet if you ask men

the reason of this, it would be difficult

for them to account for it. They only

know that the fact exists; that to them

and to the word at large it is a topic of

unflagging interest. The "Mormons" are

looked upon as a peculiar people. Let a

"Mormon" travel anywhere in the United

States or in Europe or in other lands,

and it be known that he is a "Mormon,"

he will attract more attention than any

other man. Why is this? Is it because

the people are so numerous? Is it be-

cause they are so wealthy? Is it because

they exercise such political power? Is it

because they wield such influence in the

affairs of the children of men? No, it

cannot be said that any of these causes

exist to any extent. The "Mormons" are

not a numerous people. The "Mormons"

are not a wealthy people. The "Mor-

mons" do not wield political influence to

any extent, nor influence of any other

character outside of their own society.

What, then, is it that constitutes this, I

may say, attractiveness or this interest

in men's minds concerning this organi-

zation? "Oh," says one, "it is because you

marry more wives than one. You believe

in plural marriage, and that excites in-

terest and causes talk and attracts at-

tention; it is that that makes you so no-

ticeable."

Perhaps so. But it is not many years

since we did not believe in this, since it

was not a practice of this Church, and yet

in those days a "Mormon" was as much

an object of curiosity as he is today—

that is, in proportion to the celebrity

that attended the name. "Mormonism"

was as much talked about according

to the extent it was known as it is

today. It excited as much curiosity. It

aroused as much hatred. It called forth

as much persecution, in fact, the most

severe persecution that, as a people, we

have ever endured, we received prior to

the announcement by our Church that

we believed in this peculiar doctrine. I

have no doubt that our espousal and ad-

vocacy of this doctrine has given us con-

siderable notoriety. It has added to our

celebrity. But our celebrity has not con-

sisted alone in this. As I have remarked,

our organization aroused as deep an-

tipathies prior to the revelation of this

doctrine as it has ever done since.

Now, we have our own method of ac-

counting for this great interest that is

taken in this work. It is admitted too

freely for the truth that we are an illit-

erate people. It is said that we are under

the control of impostors, shrewd men,

who lead the masses and bend them to

their will. This is said concerning us

everywhere. To account for the ingath-

ering of the people from the nations of

the earth men have recourse to many

theories, or to several at least, one of

which is that our Elders go out to the

ignorant and unlearned and the down-

trodden, and depict in glowing colors the

beauties of this land of ours and the

blessings that they will receive if they

will only gather here; and that by these

glowing tales and by persuading them

that they can have all the wives they

want when they come here, they induce

the ignorant hordes of Europe to come

to this country. This is one of the popu-

lar methods of accounting for the ingath-

ering of the people from the nations of

the earth and their adhesion to the "Mor-

mon" cause.

Well, now, if this were true, I

would consider it one of the greatest


