IMPROVEMENT AMONG THE PEOPLE, ETC.

miracles ever wrought among men, for this
reason, that people influenced by such no-
tions could not be held together in a land
like this. It would be an impossibility to
bind people together in such bonds as ex-
ist among the Latter-day Saints in Utah
Territory, if they were people of this char-
acter. They would fall to pieces by their
own corruptions. There would not be any
cementing influence among them to hold
them together one month if these were
the influences which drew them here. But
no observing man or woman who travels
through this Territory, and mingles with
the people can be deceived by any such
nonsense as this. They would see in a few
days that there was some other influence,
that there was some other power, that there
was a principle of union among this people
that could not originate in such a system
as “Mormonism” is popularly represented
to be.

What, then, is it that causes the Latter-
day Saints to be so much noticed? What is
it that has drawn them together from the
various nations of the earth and produced
this phenomenal condition of affairs that
we witness here? Is it the shrewdness of
men? Is it the power and authority of men?
Then for God’s sake and for the sake of suf-
fering humanity, let some men band them-
selves together and do, in the name of God
and true religion, that which the Latter-day
Saints are accused of doing in the name
of imposture and false religion. Here is
an opportunity for Christendom to test
this matter. They have learning, they have
wealth, they have everything at their back—
the popular sects, who claim to be orthodox
and to worship God according to the Bible,
and to divine truth, have all these—if they
can do, in the name of God and true
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religion, that which we are doing, as they
say, in the name of a false religion and
as impostors, let them go to work, unite
themselves together, and accomplish some-
thing like this for the sake of suffering hu-
manity. The Latter-day Saints are gathered
from the nations of the earth—the poor,
the unlearned, the ignorant. Our Elders
preached the Gospel to them as they un-
derstood it, and under its influence and
by its influence they are successful in gath-
ering out a few. This Territory is being
peopled by them. They are being taught
how to live, how to better their earthly
condition, how to improve their minds,
how to acquire sound education and sound
knowledge; they are being taught to live
in love, in peace, to avoid litigation, to
avoid strife, to avoid contention, to avoid
everything of this character, and to love
one another. How successful we are in this
let those who travel through the Territory
bear testimony. If we had our way there
would be no drinking saloons from
Franklin in the north to St. George in the
south. If the courts would let us have our
way, we would banish drunkenness from
our land, or rather we would keep it from
our land as we did in the beginning, for
there was a time when there was nothing
of the kind to be witnessed. But, unfortu-
nately for us, it seems, some of our charters
were defective. We found we did not have
the power that we thought we had. The
courts ruled against us, against the exercise
of such power as we wielded, and we were
compelled to let down the bars. Hence in
Ogden, in Salt Lake City, and perhaps in
some other few places, there are drinking
saloons. But if we had our way, as Latter-
day Saints, there would be no drinking sa-
loons, there would be no houses of ill fame,
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