
pled anywhere upon the face of the earth—
the love that exists in the midst of the 
Latter-day Saints in these mountains. You 
may traverse the wide earth and go to every 
religious denomination, and even to those 
of Pagan belief, and nowhere else will you 
see such an exhibition as this I have spo-
ken of, as you witness here. And yet these 
people are illiterate. These people are un-
learned. These people are weak. These 
people have come from various nations of 
the earth. These people have been brought 
up in different creeds, belonging to differ-
ent churches, speaking different languages, 
they have been trained in different hab-
its; not of one nation, not of one form of 
thought, not gathered together from one 
township, or from one neighborhood, but 
from various nations and neighborhoods 
with this diversity of belief—that is, of 
former belief and education and training. 
Now, what would this principle accomplish 
amongst a more homogeneous people than 
ours?—a people more united than ours 
originally, more one in thought and train-
ing—what, I say, would this principle ac-
complish among such a people as this that I 
allude to? Why, we can imagine what it will 
be in years to come, as the rising genera-
tions of this people grow to manhood and 
womanhood under the influence of this 
principle—we can imagine what the results 
will be a people banded together as no other 
people upon the face of the earth are by the 
bonds of the new and everlasting covenant, 
by the bonds of the Holy Priesthood that 
God has restored to the earth, and by the 
administration of those divine ordinances 
which constituted the power of the Church 
of Christ when it was upon the earth.  
It is the old Gospel restored again. You

cannot point to a single feature that char-
acterized the Gospel of Jesus as it was ad-
ministered by His Apostles that is not to be 
witnessed among the Latter-day Saints—
not a single feature. I defy the world to 
point to a single one. Every characteristic 
that made it great, that made it a power in 
the earth, that made it divine, belongs to 
this Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. Were the ancient Saints persecut-
ed? So are we. Did they die for the truth 
of their principles? So have many of our 
people. Did they have to flee from their 
homes? Were they driven by their enemies 
because of their religion? So have we had 
to flee from our homes in this nineteenth 
century, in this land of boasted liberty, 
the proudest nation and the freest nation 
upon the face of the globe—we have had 
to flee to these mountains and take refuge 
here because we believed in those ancient 
principles, and because we contended for 
the restoration of this ancient power. And 
now even in these mountains our homes 
are envied and men would destroy us; not 
because we are vile; not because we do in-
jury to our fellows; not because our land is 
a land of wickedness, because it is not; not 
because we are full of strife and war upon 
our neighbors and seek to destroy them; 
not because of any of these things is our 
destruction sought; but because we believe 
that God has spoken from the heavens; 
because we believe in a Church that has 
Prophets and Apostles, and has the Holy 
Ghost and its gifts in it; because we believe 
in living together in love and not fight- 
ing each other, and are not pitted against 
each other in parties; and because of this 
we are considered dangerous, and our  
existence is considered a menace to our 
neighbors. Hear and think of it! That
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