IMPROVEMENT AMONG THE PEOPLE, ETC.

me ask you: Where is the man of God of
whom we have any account in this book,
from Genesis to Revelation, that did not
have communication with God? Where is
there one? Not one. You have no account
of a single individual who was a servant of
God from the days of Adam, our father, to
John the Revelator, who did not have com-
munication from our Father in Heaven.
God communicated with the people al-
ways when they were faithful.

“But,” says one, “we have none now,
and we have not had, and therefore God
has ceased to communicate His mind and
His will to His children.”

Do not deceive yourselves. This is the
cry of men who themselves are destitute
of this power and of this knowledge, and
who take this means of accounting for it,
and of making people believe that the pres-
ent condition of things is the condition
that should exist and that God designed to
exist.

I do not wish to reflect upon any other
body of people or upon any sect; I believe
there are thousands of excellent people in
the world—people as good as any that are
numbered in the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints—scattered through all
the sects and in the Pagan world and in the
infidel world. I do not confine my feelings
of admiration to those who believe even
in Jesus, the Son of God, whom I view as
my Redeemer and my Savior. I believe that
there are thousands, and it may be said
millions of well-meaning, good people,
whom God loves, that are numbered
among the Pagans and that are numbered
among the infidels to Christianity. But at
the same time while I thus believe, I know
that God has revealed His everlasting

JOD Vol 24-LIVE.indd 139

139

Gospel to be preached to the inhabitants
of the earth, and when light comes, if men
reject it, condemnation follows. And this
is the condemnation of our present gen-
eration. A great prophet has arisen in their
midst. They do not believe it. They do not
believe that Joseph Smith was a Prophet of
God. They basely and cowardly slew him.
Yet he was a Prophet of God, just as much
as Elijah, or as Isaiah was, or as any of the
ancient Prophets were, and he has founded
a system that will grow, that will increase,
that will yet be the dominating power in
the earth, because the promises of God
are to this effect. And this is the sin of this
generation. This man came in their midst
bringing to them gifts from God, bringing
to them a message of love and salvation,
and they cruelly and basely slew him in the
most abominable manner. But like all the
Prophets, his blood has not been avenged.
Who ever heard of people being punished
for killing a Prophet? Who ever heard of
the people turning round and punishing
his murderers? Such a case is not known in
the history of the world. And it is true con-
cerning Joseph Smith. His blood stains the
soil of one of the sovereign States of the
nation. He was slain under the pledged
honor of that State that he should be pro-
tected, and yet his murderers have never
been punished. And as I say, this is the sin
of this generation. A church was organized
by the command of God, and members
of that church have been cruelly treat-
ed. They have been driven from their
homes. Their pathway has been marked
by the graves of those who have died in
consequence of their suffering. Our track
can be traced, or could be traced from
Illinois by the graves of our people—
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