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men, women and children—who died of

suffering, because they chose to worship

God according to the dictates of their

own consciences. And who is there that

has raised his voice and said one word

against this? A few men have done so—

a few honorable men—have protested

against it; but the great body of the peo-

ple have assented to it, and have not only

assented to it, but they have endeavored

to follow us to our retired homes here

and destroy us. They are not content

we should live in this wilderness land

which we found so dreadful, in many re-

spects, and so hard to conquer. We have

come here. We have conquered. We have

subdued the land by continuous, persis-

tent, and unlimited toil, and we will not

cease our exertions to make this a beau-

tiful land, and to extend hospitality to

all who visit us. But we have been en-

vied our little possessions—the fruits of

our toil, the hard earnings of the last 35

years; we have been envied these; and

there are those who think that the best

thing that could be done with us is to ex-

tirpate us from the face of the earth, blot

us out of existence. Now, I say that this is

the sin of this generation. God has sent

a mighty Prophet who predicted, among

other things, the civil war that took place

in 1861. It is on record in this book

(the Book of Doctrine and Covenants).

Joseph Smith warned this nation of it—

twenty-eight years before it occurred.

He told them the cause of it, and the

consequences that would follow. This

great Prophet has been in their midst,

and they have slain him, and have de-

stroyed as far as possible those who be-

lieve in his doctrine. God will hold this

generation to a strict accountability for

these acts, just as sure as He did the

generation who slew the Apostles and

those who lived contemporaneous with

the Apostles. We may be a feeble people,

but we are God's people; no more than

our fellow men in some respects, only so

far as we obey His laws more than they

do; but nevertheless we are God's peo-

ple, and God will not allow His children

to be slain without cause, nor be cru-

elly treated. He reigns in the heavens.

I thank God that He has revealed him-

self, and that we know Him. He reigns.

His justice never sleeps. We will be pro-

tected and preserved, and His anger will

be poured out upon those who have mer-

ited it by their transgression. We there-

fore call upon them in the name of Jesus,

to repent of their sins, to turn away from

wickedness and return to righteousness.

And if they desire to know whether we

tell the truth, let them go to God in the

name of Jesus and ask Him, and we will

be satisfied with the answer. That is

what our Elders tell everybody wherever

they go. They tell them to ask God in the

name of Jesus, whether the testimony

they bear be true or false. Is not this

fair? Certainly it is.

May God help you, my brethren and

sisters and friends, to receive the truth

and to cling to it all your lives, to love it

more than life itself, that in the end you

may be saved and exalted in the King-

dom of God. Amen.


