
I feel greatly pleased at the opportunity 
of meeting once more with the Saints in 
Conference in this place. It is nearly two 
years since I have had this privilege, during 
which time many important events have 
transpired. There is one thing, however, 
connected with the work of God which 
is very gratifying, that notwithstanding 
the perils through which we have passed, 
though our liberties have been menaced, 
and the perpetuity of the institutions of 
the kingdom of God have to human ap-
pearances been endangered, we still meet 
together this day in this Tabernacle unem-
barrassed from the efforts of our enemies 
and free to worship our God according to 
the dictates of our own consciences. This 
land to which God led us and in which He 
has planted us is still a land of liberty to us 
and to all those who are of our faith. To me 
this is a cause of profound thankfulness, for 
it is an evidence that God has not forgotten 
us, that the promises which he has made 
are still kept in remembrance by Him,  
and that as a people we have been living

so as to receive the fulfillment of those 
promises and the benefits which flow from 
them. And there is no doubt in my mind 
that if the Latter-day Saints will still con-
tinue to do as they have done, will be faith-
ful to God, and to the covenants we have 
made with him, and will persevere in the 
path which He has marked out and which 
we have commenced to tread, that we shall 
still be preserved, that we shall still have 
our liberty, that our enemies will not have 
power to disturb or interrupt us to any ex-
tent, or to bring down upon us those evils 
which they have sought after so diligently.

I believe that the testimony of the ser-
vants of God concerning the condition of 
the Saints in this Stake, and in other Stakes 
is true, and that as a people the Latter-day 
Saints are striving to live nearer unto their 
God, and to put in practice more perfectly 
those holy principles which He has revealed 
unto us. I believe there is more diligence 
being manifested in the various Wards  
and throughout the various Stakes than
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