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has been manifested in the past. I be-

lieve that there is a higher standard of

life being sought after by the Latter-day

Saints. I believe that the Priesthood

themselves are seeking more diligently

to carry out the counsels which God has

given and to set examples unto the peo-

ple that they shall imitate, and I know

that the Spirit of God rests down upon

His servants to make them more rigid in

the enforcement of the laws that God has

revealed unto us concerning the govern-

ment of His church, so that there may be

more purity, a higher standard of purity

enforced and maintained among us than

has been in the past.

We have had from the beginning of

this work revelations given to us con-

cerning the lives that we should lead.

We consider the Christian world who

have this Bible as their guide, very delin-

quent, because they do not live up to the

commandments which are herein con-

tained, because they come short of obey-

ing the requirements that God has made

through the Gospel as contained in the

Bible, the Old and New Testament. But

I often think of our own condition. We

have in this book, the Book of Doctrine

and Covenants, which is the word of

God to us, a perfect law. Here are con-

tained the requirements, here are con-

tained the ordinances that God requires

this people, called Latter-day Saints, to

obey. Now, let me ask you, brethren of

the Priesthood, let me ask you, brethren

and sisters of the Church, how many of

us who are here today live in accordance

with the requirements of God's word as

contained in these revelations? I can

truthfully say that as a people we do

not live up to the requirements that God

has made of us. I can truthfully say

that as a people we do not obey God's

commands to us—the revelations which

are contained in this book, and which

we receive as the word of God, not to

a past generation, not to a people who

lived 1,800 years ago, but the word of

God to us who live now and who con-

stitute this Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints. This is our rule of life.

This is the law for our guidance. It is em-

bodied in this book. And how many of

us, I ask again, live in conformity with

it? How many of us have obeyed and

do obey the word of God as it is here re-

vealed and as it is here printed and given

to us? And yet we condemn the sectar-

ian world—all of us who have gone forth

to preach the everlasting Gospel—for not

obeying God's word given 1,800 years

ago, and have said that in consequence

of this the gifts and graces and the bless-

ings of the Gospel have been withheld

from them. We have thus reasoned, we

have thus proclaimed to the people and

said to them that the cause of the ab-

sence of the gifts, the cause of the disap-

pearance of the power, the cause of there

being no faith in the land among the chil-

dren of men to receive the blessings and

the gifts of God, was to be found in the

fact that they had not obeyed the com-

mandments of God as revealed to them,

or as revealed to the ancients rather, in

the New Testament by the Son of God.

Yet, I believe, notwithstanding what I

now say respecting us, that there is a

growing disposition among the people—I

can feel it myself among the Priesthood,

and I believe it extends to the whole body

of the Church—a growing disposition to

obey the word of God, as it is given to

us in its plainness, in its simplicity and

in its fullness, and because of this grow-


