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ing disposition God, having mercy upon

us in our weakness and in our infir-

mities, blesses us as He does, and He

saves us from our enemies. But you can

readily perceive, if you will reflect a few

moments, how much the power of this

Church would be increased in the land

and before the heavens if the Latter-

day Saints were all to obey the word of

God as it is given to us in His latter-

day revelations. You can readily per-

ceive how united and strong a people we

would be, and how much the heavens

would be moved in our behalf, the power

that would be evoked and that would be

brought down to aid us and to deliver

us if we only lived in strict conformity

to the words of God as they are con-

tained in this book (the Book of Doctrine

and Covenants). Each man and each

woman can interrogate himself and her-

self upon this point. Each man can ask

himself in the light of the Holy Ghost,

how near he comes to fulfilling all the

requirements which are here made, or

how far he is from arriving at that per-

fection which these revelations demand,

and each woman can do the same, and

we can in this mirror of divine truth look

at ourselves in our true light and see our

reflection by the Spirit of God as it is re-

vealed unto us in these revelations.

For one I know that I am far, in-

dividually, from coming up to this per-

fection. Yet it has been the labor of

my life to be a Latter-day Saint. It

has been the strongest wish of my heart

all my days to be a Latter-day Saint,

to be a perfect man if I could be be-

fore the Lord. Yet when I read these

revelations; when I see the require-

ments which God has made of us as

a people, I bow myself before the Lord

and confess in His presence that I am

far from being that which I should be,

and it may be said that the same is the

case with the Church.

NowGod designs that we shall be just

such a people in every respect as these

revelations describe. God did not give us

these revelations in vain, they were not

spoken idly, they were not given through

the prophet of God without a purpose.

There was a design on the part of God

in giving them, and when you come even

to the very weakest, it may be said, of

the revelations, or that which is the least

obligatory upon us, that which was given

merely as a word of counsel—the Word

of Wisdom I refer to—we can judge of

the rest by the manner in which that is

observed among us as a people—a mat-

ter which pertains to our bodily life and

health, and which is so simple that the

weakest can receive and obey it. There

will be a people raised up, if we will not

be that people—there will yet be a people

raised up whose lives will embody in per-

fection the revelations contained in this

book, who will live as the doctrines here

taught require, as the laws here revealed

show unto us, and they will be raised

up, too, in this generation, and such a

people will have to be raised up before

Zion can be fully redeemed, and before

the work of our God can be fully estab-

lished in the earth. In this book, as I

have said, is the pattern of the Zion of

God. Here are embodied the doctrines,

precepts, laws, ordinances—everything

in fact that is necessary in order to make

us a perfect people before the Lord.

The perfection that we have ar-

rived at today is due to these rev-

elations. The organization of this

people is such as is not to be wit-

nessed anywhere else on the face of

the earth. You may travel from one


