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Saints. You organize society aright, as

God contemplated in these revelations,

and those evils under which we now

groan—this dishonesty and this disposi-

tion to take advantage of each other—

will be done away with. God has devised

a plan and has revealed it, that in its op-

erations will relieve mankind from those

evils and the commission of those sins to

which they are now subject. When we

are organized properly theft will cease

among us, for the temptation to steal

will be removed. Organize us properly,

and the temptation to take advantage of

our neighbor will cease, because there

will be no profit in it or connected with

it. And it is all contained in this book.

God has revealed it fifty years ago in

plainness to this church, and we for fifty

years have been crawling along at our

slow gait without obeying the word of

God, that is so plainly revealed, and that

might relieve us, if we did obey it, from

all those evils.

Now, my view of the Gospel is, that

when it is obeyed by mankind the power

of the devil will cease. That is my view

respecting a part of the power that will

be brought to bear to bind Satan. Satan

will be bound because he will not have

power over the hearts of the children of

men. Why? One reason will be because

they will have obeyed the more perfect

law which will have relieved them from

his power. You take the majority of the

Elders of this Church, who are faithful

to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and Satan

has but little or no power to tempt them

to commit adultery, to commit sin with

their neighbor's wife or with the opposite

sex; they are to a great extent relieved

from that, and so far as that crime is

concerned Satan has but little power to

tempt them, because they have obeyed a

more perfect law. In the Gospel of the

Lord Jesus Christ as God has revealed

it unto us, there are laws so perfect

that when this people called Latter-day

Saints shall obey them they will be so far

lifted up above the power of Satan that

he will have but little power to tempt

them. But we never shall be emanci-

pated from the power of Satan until we

do obey these laws of God. An obedience

thereto will bring emancipation to us

and to every human being on the face of

the earth, and it is upon no other princi-

ple that emancipation can be brought. It

will not be as many suppose by our being

withdrawn, without volition on our part,

from the influences of Satan; but it will

be by our obedience to the laws of God,

by our conforming to the requirements

which He makes of us, by our putting

into practice all those higher laws which

God has revealed, and which He designs

we shall practice. Any soul that is wait-

ing for some outward deliverance, wait-

ing for some time to come when by some

extraneous means, and independent of

our action and the exercise of our agency,

deliverance will be brought, he will wait

in vain, I am afraid. Not that I would

convey the idea that God is not going to

help us, that God is not going to do it

by His power; I would not convey any

such idea, because I know and you know

that without God's help all our efforts

are powerless, and it is vain to seek to

do anything in and of ourselves; we can-

not do it. Human nature is too fallible

to do anything of this kind; but we must

exercise the powers God has given to us

by obeying His law, by conforming to His

requirements. In this way we will be

emancipated through the blessing and

aid of God upon us, and in this way the

earth will be redeemed from the power of


