
will reveal to us as we grow in grace and in 
the knowledge of the truth. He will con-
tinue to give revelation upon revelation, 
precept upon precept, and He will reveal 
unto us more light and more knowledge 
and give unto us more power and more of 
the gifts and graces of the Gospel as we be-
come more perfect in keeping the laws He 
has already revealed.

It has been said—and I think all who 
have had any experience know that it is 
true—that in families where the Word of 
Wisdom is obeyed there is greater faith in 
administering the ordinances of the house 
of God unto those who are sick. We have 
a Bishop in Salt Lake City who, I believe, 
took an account of the number of those 
who were sick in his Ward, and he brought 
a statement to the President’s office to the 
effect that in the families where the Word 
of Wisdom was strictly observed fewer 
deaths had occurred than in families where 
the Word of Wisdom was not observed. 
Diphtheria or some other disease was rag-
ing at that time in the city, and in his ward 
in particular, and his mind was turned to 
this matter, and after making inquiries 
he satisfied himself that there were more 
cases of healing and restorations to health 
through the administrations of the Elders 
by the laying on of hands in families where 
the Word of Wisdom was observed than 
in families where it was neglected, and that 
deaths were more frequent in the latter.

[President Taylor: There were none 
died in the families where the Word of 
Wisdom was observed.]

President Taylor says there were none 
died in the families where the Word of 
Wisdom was observed. Is it not natural 
that this should be the case? Have we not 
as Elders proclaimed to the world that the

sectarians do not have the gifts and graces 
of the gospel because they do not keep the 
word of the Lord, do not keep the com-
mandments of God? Has not this been our 
testimony to the nations of the earth? Yes, 
all of us who have gone forth to proclaim 
the word have thus testified time and time 
again. Will not that rule apply to us as a 
people? Certainly it will. The men who 
obey the laws of God most perfectly, and 
the women who do so, have the great-
est faith, and God will bless them in pro-
portion to their faith; He will bless their 
families according to their faith; the gifts of 
the Spirit will be manifested more in their 
behalf than upon those who deliberately 
violate or are careless concerning the word 
of God. This is certainly true. So it is with 
every law that God has given. The nearer 
we approach unto God, the more perfect 
we live in accordance with the revelations 
He has given, the more faith undoubtedly 
we will possess, the more God will hear us, 
the nearer the heavens will draw to us, the 
more the heavens will be opened to us to 
hear our cries and to answer our petitions. 
And, as I have said, the day will come, if 
we obey the laws that God has given, that 
Zion will be redeemed and the adversary 
will not have power over us to tempt us, 
and try us, and to afflict us as he does at 
the present time.

It may be thought I am enthusiastic in 
thus speaking, but I think I am not; I do 
not think I am the least enthusiastic on 
this point—that is more than I am war-
ranted in being from that which God has 
said unto us as a people. I do not expect 
any salvation or redemption for Zion upon 
any other principle than this I speak of. I 
do not expect that Satan will be bound  
in any other way. Of course God will
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