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bring His power to bear; He will do it.

God will have the glory of it, because it

cannot be done by man. Man's power is

insufficient to accomplish it. It must be

done by man's obedience, by man's sub-

mission to God's law, by man's contin-

ually doing that which God commands

him and requires of him, and in this way

alone can it be brought about.

It may be said, as has been said, that

the seed of the righteous shall multiply

and increase in the land and possess the

land. But supposing we do not marry,

supposing we remain single, can that

blessing be brought about? In our case,

certainly not. It requires obedience to

law on our part to bring about the ful-

fillment of that promise. We must marry

as a people. Men must take wives. The

daughters of Eve must marry the sons

of Adam in order to bring about the ful-

fillment of that promise. But supposing

this people were to refuse to marry, nei-

ther this prophecy nor promise could be

fulfilled through them; it would have to

be fulfilled through some other people.

Obedience is necessary on the part of

the people to bring about the fulfillment

of this prediction, and so also respect-

ing the binding of Satan. God bestows

the gifts and graces of the Gospel accord-

ing to their obedience, and it should be

the aim of every man in this Church not

to rest satisfied with his own condition

until he has bowed in obedience to the

laws of God. If a man had but one wife,

and the Spirit of God moved upon him to

take more than one, should he refuse to

obey the promptings of God in that re-

spect? Not to gratify lust, not to grat-

ify any improper passion, but to obey the

law of God, because if he did not obey

that he could not receive the blessing. So

with all the laws in this book which are

yet unfulfilled. If there be a law that we

have not fulfilled, it should be the aim of

every individual in this Church to pre-

pare himself to fulfill that law as fast as

he can. I look upon this as an obligation

devolving upon every man, woman and

child in Zion; not upon the First Presi-

dency alone, not upon the Twelve alone,

not upon the Presidents of Stakes alone,

not upon the High Councilors alone, but

upon every man and every woman in

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints; going on from the first principles

to perfection, carrying out in our lives all

the laws that God has revealed to us, un-

til Zion shall be fully redeemed, and the

way be prepared for the coming of our

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

It is very wonderful to me what God

has done and is doing with us as a peo-

ple. When I look at this work; when

I contemplate how the Prophet Joseph

commenced it and how it has grown;

when I see this immense congregation

assembled here this morning, I cannot

help thinking that if the Prophet had

lived to behold such a scene, his heart

would have been filled with gladness.

There has been no word, no promise

given unto us by the servants of God

from the beginning that has not been

thus far fulfilled, and the remainder will

be fulfilled. God is carrying forward

this work with an irresistible power, and

those who will not obey the law of God

will be left behind. This is an awful

thought to me, there is something awful

in the reflection. When I read the his-

tory of the Church and see the names

of many men who have been prominent

in it, I ask myself, where are these

men today? Where is their posterity


