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in the same boat, all going down the

same stream; they are all "birds of a

feather," if you please. But here is some-

thing that is opposed to that downward

tendency; here is something that is going

up the stream, something that is going in

an entirely different direction from the

rest of mankind. And they howl about it,

and say, "If we let this kind of thing go

on we shall lose our place and nation."

Something has got to be done, they say,

to stop the onward progress of this abom-

inable "Mormonism." Now, mark it—this

abominable "Mormonism!" If a man is a

thief in Utah, it is because he is a "Mor-

mon." If he is a liar, it is because he is

a "Mormon." If he commits adultery, it is

because he is a "Mormon." If he commits

murder, it is because he is a "Mormon."

It is not because he is an adulterer; it is

not because he is a murderer; it is not

because he is a liar; it is not because he

is a thief, that he does these things, but

it is because he is a "Mormon!" Now, why

is this? Is it because the world do not

know to the contrary? No, it is not, for

they do know better—that is, the great

majority of mankind that know anything

about us. I acknowledge that there are a

greatmany in the world who do not know

anything about us; they simply believe

the slanders of a fewmalicious scribblers

concerning us. But it is not the ignorant

and deceived that are seeking to bring

trouble upon this people, but the crafty,

whose crafts are in danger. They cry

out, "delusion! delusion!" in order to dis-

tract attention from their own delusions,

from their own sins and corruptions.

They try to scare the people away from

their own infamies, and turn them upon

the Latter-day Saints. But it is a poor

miserable dodge and will not succeed.

Their crafts are not only in danger, but

they are doomed to fall. But the truth is

not in danger, and it is destined to con-

tinue until it accomplishes its mission.

This is my testimony, and I predict this

without any fear of being a false prophet.

I do not fear to prophesy this, because

the Lord God Almighty has foretold it.

God has declared it by his own voice, and

by the voice of angels, and of Prophets,

and I believe their testimony. I know by

the Spirit of God in my own heart that

their testimony is true; I know that the

kingdom of God will succeed and finally

triumph. While I say this, I do not say we

will not have to pass through tribulation,

that we may not have to be scourged

for our weaknesses, follies and shortcom-

ings; for I do not know any more effec-

tual way in which the Lord could bring

us to our senses, that the chaff, the smut

and the refuse may be sifted out and

the wheat preserved, than to suffer to

be scattered among us the influences of

the world, the leaven of unrighteousness,

that that which is no part of the body of

Christ may be separated and the good

perfected, cleansed and purified. Those

who are corrupt do not belong to the

body of Christ's Church; it is only that

which is pure and holy that can have

a part therein. We have all got to be

fashioned, modeled and reformed, before

we can become like unto our Savior. A

man who is deformed by iniquity, lack of

faith, by wicked and unrighteous prac-

tices, can never reflect the image of his

Creator, until that deformity is removed.

We must purify ourselves before God,

and this is what the Gospel of the Son

of God—by some called "Mormonism"—

teaches us to do. We say that "Mor-

monism" is onward and upward, and as I

have said, I have never had any fears as


