"MORMONISM" A "KNOTTY PROBLEM".

Now, the Lord also promised that He
would raise up a man that should lead
the people out of bondage; and, further,
He promised that when He should raise
up that man His angels should go before
them and also His presence, not as it was
in the days of the children of Israel in
the wilderness, when His angel went up
before them, but not His presence; but
in the last days the Spirit of God and
the angels shall go before the people and
shall follow after them.

There are some wonderful events to
transpire in the future, but one of the
most wonderful events has already tran-
spired, but that event, I suppose, like
that witnessed by the children of Israel
in the dividing of the waters of the Red
Sea and their pilgrimage to Canaan, will
be left to other generations to appreci-
ate. I do not think that the children of
Israel thought a great deal about their
crossing the Red Sea in the way they
did. Perhaps they thought it was done
upon natural principles. They probably
attributed the separation of the waters
to some natural causes, and failed to see
the hand or power of God in it any more
than the people of Missouri, in 1878,
saw the power of God in a cyclone there,
which was so powerful that it lifted the
water and mud out of a large lake in
its course clean to the solid ground or
bed rock, leaving a dry pathway from
shore to shore about a quarter of a mile
wide, carrying away and scattering thou-
sands of fish over the country for miles
away, and it was some little time be-
fore the water flowed back to its level in
the lake. This was accounted for, I sup-
pose, on scientific principles. It was the
power of this electric storm that raised
the water out of the lake, swept it clean
to bed rock, carrying everything before
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it, and leaving a path upon which peo-
ple could walk dry shod! They do not
think God had any thing to do with it.
But by and by their children may think
the power of God was manifested even
in this. Doubtless the children of Is-
rael learned to thank God for dividing
the waters of the Red Sea and allowing
them to pass through dry shod, while the
Egyptians who were pursuing them were
drowned.

A wonderful event has occurred in
these last days among this people, an
event many times more wonderful than
the marching of the children of Israel
from Egypt to the holy land. It is only
a short distance from the river Jordan to
the land of Egypt—only a few hundred
miles—and yet they wandered about for
forty years seeking the goodly land, un-
til every last one of them, except two,
had fallen asleep because of their rebel-
lious spirit, and only their posterity were
permitted to enter the holy land. Now,
what has happened in this dispensation?
This people have crossed deserts that are
beyond comparison with those traversed
by the children of Israel. They were not
fed by manna it is true, although they
were fed with quails in great abundance
on at least one occasion, and they per-
formed a journey nearly four times as
great as that performed by the children
of Israel—which occupied them forty
years—in the course of a few months.
Now this was a wonderful thing. We had
to make the roads, build the bridges, "kill
the snakes" and withstand the attacks
of the Indians while crossing the track-
less deserts. And when President Young
first set his foot upon the ground where
the Temple now stands in Salt Lake City,
by the testimony of the spirit of God
that was in his heart, by the inspiration



