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of the Almighty, he exclaimed to the pi-

oneers: "Here we will make our resting

place, and here is the spot upon which

we will build the Temple." He had be-

fore seen an ensign descend and light

upon the mountain peak which is now

called from that circumstance "Ensign

Peak"—which was an indication to him

that this was the resting place God de-

signed for His people. God led this people

from the midst of their persecutors, de-

livered them from prison bars and fetter-

ing chains, delivered them from bondage,

brought them out here and made them

free—as free as any people upon the

earth. I am at the defiance of the world

today, to show me an equal number of

people anywhere that enjoy greater free-

dom or liberty at this moment than the

Latter-day Saints do, notwithstanding

the efforts of our enemies to the con-

trary. It cannot be done. We were led

out of bondage by the power of God.

The angels of God and the power and

presence of the Almighty accompanied

us, so much so that notwithstanding the

country was covered with sagebrush and

crickets, presenting the most forbidding

appearance, President Young was en-

abled to point out where the Temple and

city would be built. He said: "You may

go north and south, east and west, and

explore the country all over, but when

you have done it, you will come back and

say that this is the spot where we are

to settle." And that has been the uni-

versal experience and unwavering testi-

mony of the people that have enjoyed the

spirit of their religion from that day to

this. There is nowhere between here and

the Pacific coast, nowhere between the

frozen zone in the north and Old Mex-

ico in the south, where this people could

enjoy more liberty or prosper better than

we have done and do in the midst of

these mountains. Over thirty years ex-

perience has proven this beyond the pos-

sibility of doubt, and this is an evidence

that those who led the people were in-

spired of God, inspired to teach, inspired

to build, inspired to cultivate and re-

claim these deserts, inspired to dedi-

cate the land and the waters unto the

Lord, that they might have His blessing

poured out upon them, that they might

be changed from sterility to abundant

fruitfulness, and this the Lord has done

for the people.

Now, it is quite possible that the Lord

will raise up somebody in the future who

will be powerful and mighty to lead the

people to rebuild the waste places of

Zion, but whenHe does, the power of God

which has been manifested in the lead-

ing of this people in the past will not be

forgotten nor despised, but will be more

apparent to future generations than to

this, and will be regarded quite as re-

markable and as wonderful as anything

that will occur in the future to them that

participate in the scene. When God leads

the people back to Jackson County, how

will he do it? Let me picture to you how

some of us may be gathered and led to

Jackson County. I think I see two or

three hundred thousand people wending

their way across the great plain endur-

ing the nameless hardships of the jour-

ney, herding and guarding their cattle by

day and by night, and defending them-

selves and little ones from foes on the

right hand and on the left, as when they

came here. They will find the journey

back to Jackson County will be as real as

when they came out here. Now, mark it.

And though you may be led by the power

of God "with a stretched-out arm," it

will not be more manifest than the lead-


