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the whole world, thoughHe has said that

whoever fears God and works righteous-

ness is accepted of Him among all na-

tions and all peoples, Jew or Gentile. But

the Lord has set His hand to gather His

people, and He is selecting them by the

preaching of the Gospel to the world by

the Elders of Israel. The spirit which ac-

companies the preaching of the Gospel

feels after and searches out and gath-

ers together the seed of Abraham that

are worthy to be saved. It gathers to-

gether those whom God has called to

have part in the latter-day work, in the

"dispensation of the fulness of times"—

the ten thousands of Ephraim and the

thousands of Manasseh, spoken of by

Moses when he blessed the tribes of Is-

rael.

Well, now, because the Lord has set

His hand to gather out from the nations

of the earth the humble and the honest

in heart and those that will be obedient

and will submit themselves to the truth

and to the law of the Lord, therefore He

reveals unto them a new and everlast-

ing covenant, the holy covenant of mar-

riage for time and for all eternity, the

union of the sexes, the sealing of wives

to husbands and husbands to wives, chil-

dren to parents, etc., the uniting and

sealing us in the holy Priesthood unto

the fathers and even unto our Lord Je-

sus Christ, who stands at the head of

the kingdom of righteousness, the Chief

Apostle and High Priest of our profes-

sion; and unto this new and everlasting

covenant has the Lord purposed and de-

signed His people to be united and bound

together with the Son, our Savior, and

throughHim unto His Father; for He has

said, "Whosoever receiveth me receiveth

my Father, and all that my Father hath

shall be given unto him."

This new and everlasting covenant

reveals unto us the keys of the Holy

Priesthood and ordinances thereof. It is

the grand keystone of the arch which the

Lord is building in the earth. In other

words, it is that which completes the ex-

altation and glory of the righteous who

receive the everlasting Gospel, and with-

out it they could not attain unto the eter-

nal power and Godhead and the fullness

of celestial glory. Now, many may en-

ter into the glory of God, and become

servants in the house of God and in the

celestial kingdom of God, who are not

able to abide this new and everlasting

covenant; but as we are told in the Doc-

trine and Covenants, with them there is

an end to their exaltation. They may re-

main in their saved condition without ex-

altation, but they enter not into the or-

der of the Gods. They cannot progress

through the ceaseless rounds of eternity

except they abide in the covenant, and

abide the law that governs it, and the

Lord will not be mocked in these things.

We heard this morning how strict was

the law pertaining to these matters. Now

we say unto all Israel, old and young,

these things are revealed unto us for our

good. The strictness of the law may not

in times past have been taught us and

enforced upon us as we may look for

it being taught and enforced in the fu-

ture. But it behooveth us to reflect upon

these things, and while it is our priv-

ilege to go forward, earnestly desiring

and seeking after all that the Lord has

to bestow upon us, yet we must remem-

ber that the more we receive and the

greater privileges we are permitted to

enjoy, the more strict accountability will

be required of us, and the more dreadful

will be the consequences of transgression


