
JOSEPH SMITH ON CHURCH GOVERNMENT. 163

the men who enter into this order in the

sincerity of their hearts and with devo-

tion to God, and the women who also en-

ter into it in the love of the truth and

in the earnestness of their souls, fear-

ing God and desiring to do His will—

that with all the weaknesses that man-

ifest themselves, I say there is treble the

genuine comfort and happiness in those

families who enter into this order and

abide in it, than is to be found in the

same number of families in monogamy in

this Church, to say nothing of the Gen-

tile world. And then we will take the

Latter-day Saints as a whole, whether in

plural marriage or single marriage, and

we will say that there is ten times more

genuine happiness and comfort in believ-

ing and obeying the Gospel—whether in

plural or single wedlock—than is to be

found among the same number of peo-

ple in any part of the world outside of

this Church. Now, in this you are all

my witnesses. Many of you have been

in the world. You know what you were,

and how you felt, and how your neigh-

bors felt, and what kind of enjoyment

you had before you heard the fullness of

the Gospel. You know pretty well the

condition of the world now—the condi-

tion of those who have not received the

Gospel—and you know what your condi-

tion is and has been since you received

the Gospel. And who among you, Latter-

day Saints, would exchange your present

condition for the condition of the outside

world? Are we not prepared to testify

that our happiness is trebled, through

having believed and obeyed the Gospel?

Now, as I said to the Priesthood

last night, we are arriving at a po-

litical crisis in our affairs. The

priests and bigots of Christendom—and

of America especially—are driving our

lawmakers into trying to hedge up our

way and to oppress us politically as well

as religiously. They are endeavoring not

only to deprive us of religious freedom,

but to deprive us of political freedom,

and to bring us into bondage. Well,

now, they will do it as far as the Lord

will allow them and no further. He will

block their wheels. He will throw ob-

stacles in their way. He will stay their

onward progress. But He allows His

people to be tried to see whether they

will trust Him and have faith in Him,

or whether they will deny Him, whether

they will deny their covenants and their

principles through fear of the power of

the wicked, through fear of oppression,

through fear of prisons or of death. For

we have among us those who will falter,

those who will halt between two opin-

ions, those who wish to serve the world

and who, at the same time, would like

to serve the Lord a little. Well, can such

people always continue in this doubtful

and divided condition? No, they cannot.

They will be tried and proven, and by

and by they must take sides one way

or another; they must either turn their

backs upon the wicked and cleave unto

God and His people with full purpose

of soul, or they will turn their backs

upon God and His people and go down to

perdition with the ungodly of the world.

Well, now, in regard to those who

are seeking for an excuse to reject plu-

ral marriage and are inclined to receive

the statement of young Joseph Smith,

I wish to say that I know that Joseph

Smith is entirely ignorant of what he

says, or he is a liar; for I know that

he does not speak the truth. How

far his mind has been blinded or how

he has been influenced to look upon

these things as correct, or to think that


