
164 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

he speaks the truth, I do not know. But

he is woefully in the dark if he thinks

he does speak the truth in regard to

this matter. I do not wish to accuse

him of lying knowingly and intention-

ally. But there are multitudes of wit-

nesses who know better, and know that

when his father was murdered this son

Joseph was in his eleventh year, and like

other children of that age knew little ei-

ther of his father's life or his teachings

and the principles that governed his life.

He knew but little of what was being

taught among the people. But there are

multitudes of witnesses that were older

than he, and that were intimate with the

Prophet Joseph, that know better. Now,

those who take this other view, and are

trying to convince themselves that this

is an institution of man and not of God,

bring forth the law that was given to the

Nephites of old upon the American con-

tinent, which was given them by Jacob,

the brother of Nephi, and which you can

read, as doubtless you have often read,

in the Book of Mormon. Jacob arraigned

some of the people because the men were

giving way to the lusts of the flesh and

the pride of life, and whoredoms, and

they attempted to justify themselves in

their whoredoms by referring to what

is written in the Jewish Scriptures con-

cerning David and Solomon and other

men having many wives and concubines,

which Jacob informed the Nephites was

an abomination in the sight of the Lord,

and gave unto them a commandment

that not any man among them should

have save it be one wife, and con-

cubines they should have none, say-

ing that the Lord "delighteth in the

chastity of woman." And in the same

connection the Lord said: "For if I will,

saith the Lord of Hosts, raise up seed

unto me, I will command my people;

otherwise they shall hearken unto these

things." Now, there was a reason why

the Lord gave this commandment to the

Nephites. But this reason did not ex-

ist when the Lord called Abraham and

promised that his seed should be like the

sand upon the seashore for number. He

recognized the righteousness of a plural-

ity of wives, and never at any time did

he restrict them from the days of Abra-

ham until Christ, so far as we have any

record in the Jewish Scriptures. But

there were reasons, as I said before, why

he restricted the Nephites, but in this

restriction He intimated that when the

time should come that He should raise

up seed unto himself, He would com-

mand His people.

Now, when the Lord raised up the

Prophet Joseph to lay the foundation of

this Church, He found monogamy in-

stead of polygamy to be the rule of Chris-

tendom, and He enjoined, in the early

revelations to this Church, that every

woman cleave unto her husband, and

that every man cleave unto his wife and

none else, saying that he that looketh

upon a woman to lust after her who is

not his wife hath committed adultery al-

ready with her in his heart. This was

the law governing Christendom which

had been inherited by the Gentiles for

ages past, and introduced among the Ro-

man Empire and perpetuated by the Ro-

man church and the Protestant churches

that had sprung out of her, and the

Lord in the early history of this peo-

ple continued this order of things, but

revealed unto the Prophet Joseph, nev-

ertheless, that the time would come

when He would require His people to

enter into plural marriage as He did


