
iniquity from their midst. Then if a man 
repents, some say they do not know 
whether it is best to expose such things 
or not. Yes, drag them into daylight all 
the time, and let every man be known for 
what he is; for no presiding officer can af-
ford to take the responsibility upon himself 
of tolerating the defalcations of those who 
are violating their covenants and trampling 
under foot the laws of God. In saying this I 
would not ignore another principle that is 
mentioned in the law of the Lord:

“And if he or she do any manner of 
iniquity, he or she shall be delivered up 
unto the law, even that of God. And if thy 
brother or sister offend thee, thou shalt 
take him or her between him or her and 
thee alone; and if he or she confess thou 
shalt be reconciled. And if he or she con-
fess not thou shall deliver him or her up 
unto the church, not to the members, 
but to the elders. And it shall be done in 
a meeting, and that not before the world. 
And if thy brother or sister offend many, 
he or she shall be chastened before many. 
And if anyone offend openly, he or she 
shall be rebuked openly, that he or she may 
be ashamed. And if he or she confess not, 
he or she shall be delivered up unto the law 
of God. If any shall offend in secret, he or 
she shall be rebuked in secret, that he or 
she may have opportunity to confess in se-
cret to him or her whom he or she has of-
fended, and to God, that the Church may 
not speak reproachfully of him or her.”

Further, I wish to say something in re-
gard to adultery. We are told in the Book 
of Doctrine and Covenants, (sec. xiii, ver. 
24, 25, 26.)

“Thou shalt not commit adultery;  
and he  that  committeth adul tery ,  
and repenteth not, shall be cast out.

But he that has committed adultery and 
repents with all his heart, and forsaketh it, 
and doeth it no more, thou shalt forgive; 
But if he doeth it again, he shall not be for-
given, but shall be cast out.”

This was in the early ages of the 
Church, in February, 1831. But who is 
here referred to? Is it a man who has en-
tered into the new and everlasting cov-
enant, and has been sealed by the Holy 
Spirit of promise, and by that covenant 
has been united to his wife for time and 
all eternity, and his wife to him? No, it 
refers to those who have not entered into 
this covenant, who have not taken upon 
themselves obligations of that nature in a 
Temple or Endowment House; to the lat-
ter class who shall be found guilty of this 
sin, the word of the Lord comes unquali-
fiedly, they shall be destroyed. The Lord 
does expect us to be a pure people, a vir-
tuous people, a people whose bodies and 
spirits are pure before Him. If wrong doing 
be practiced in our midst, the Lord expects 
His Priesthood to ferret it out, or He will 
hold them responsible. We cannot commit 
sin with impunity. We cannot violate the 
laws of God and enjoy His Spirit; nor can 
we permit the laws of God to be trampled 
upon and still receive His approbation.

Quite recently a certain Bishop wrote 
me, stating that one of his Counselors 
dabbled in astrology; that he had been 
known to consult it in reference to the 
sick. He wanted to know what I thought  
of it. I told him to drop that Counselor,  
that he was not fit to be a Bishop’s Coun
selor, nor to hold the holy Priesthood. We 
must not permit such practices to exist 
among us; and if that Bishop declines to 
do his duty, I shall be in favor of removing 
him, for not carrying out the law of
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