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perhaps, than any living being except

God. I often have fears and trembling for

myself when I am made to feel my own

weakness and see myself as I am seen by

the Lord. But as to the work of God, it

cannot fail, for God has decreed its con-

summation; and whilst man may oppose

it and his efforts fail, the work of God

will never fail. Now mark it! As I have

often said, the most favorable opportu-

nity that the adversary of men's souls

ever saw to destroy this work was on or

before the 6th day of April, 1830; but

failing to accomplish it then, notwith-

standing the efforts that were put forth

in this direction, failure to do so in the

future must only be the more apparent.

There is more to grapple with now than

then. "The kingdom" has taken deeper

and stronger root in the earth, and its

branches have expanded and spread out

into many lands. There are more people

to kill off now than ever before, and we

are rapidly increasing. There is no use of

thinking this work will be destroyed by

martyring a few of the people, although

they might be our leaders. "Mormonism"

is a living principle in the hearts of all

true Saints, every soul of whom must be

destroyed before it can be wiped out. It

has been, through the overruling provi-

dences of the Almighty, allowed to grow

until it has attained strength and power

in the earth: and thanks be unto God,

the Ruler and Maker of heaven and

earth, I feel it in my very bones, that

the Kingdom of God is beyond the reach

and power of the devil or his agents. And

in this condition it will remain, ever ad-

vancing, inasmuch as the Saints keep

the law of God. If we should become

corrupt and wicked, He has said that

we shall be removed out of our place,

and every individual who will not keep

His commandments will fail. For no man

can stand in this Church but upon the

foundation of righteousness and truth;

and whenever we undertake to build

upon the foundation of error and false-

hood, selfishness and sin, that moment

our foundation will crumble beneath our

feet; the sands will be washed away, and

we will fall. But so long as this peo-

ple continue faithful, God will be their

friend, and He, be it remembered, is the

Almighty, and this is His work. The

stone representing this latter-day work,

has been cut out of the mountain with-

out hands, and will roll forth according

to the decree, and no power will be able

to stop its onward march. I do not feel

to boast, only in the strength of our God;

and I do feel from the inmost recesses of

my heart to praise His holy name, and

to thank Him that I have been permit-

ted to see the Kingdom where it is to-

day. And those who come after will live

to see the consummation of the prophe-

cies that have been uttered concerning

it by ancient and modern Prophets ver-

ified and not one word will fall to the

ground unfulfilled. Not one jot or tittle

will pass from the law or the Prophets;

but all will be fulfilled, and I am as sure

of it as I am that I live. What would

you or I take in exchange for this knowl-

edge, this witness of the Spirit? Noth-

ing could be offered that would be an

equivalent; it is worth everything else

in the world. It is a stay, an anchor

to the soul, a comfort and a joy to the

heart forever. It is with me, as it is

with every man and woman that has re-

ceived the knowledge of God, through

the operations of the Holy Spirit, and

that is true to the same—the king-

dom of God or nothing; I have no


