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In standing up to address you this
afternoon, I desire an interest in your
faith and prayers, that I may be led to
speak upon those subjects that will be
best adapted to you and your circum-
stances. I believe it to be our privilege
when we come together, as we have this
afternoon, with our hearts united, de-
sirous before God for His blessing, that
the very things—that is, the very doc-
trines and instructions and counsel that
are needed by us, and that are best
adapted to our circumstances and condi-
tion, will be given unto us by the Holy
Spirit. It is for this purpose we meet
together. I never did feel satisfied in
attending meetings and listening to in-
structions, and going away feeling un-
refreshed and without being edified and
strengthened in the principles of the ev-
erlasting Gospel; I do not think that it
is right that we should thus meet and
thus separate. God has made promises
unto His people. If His people do
their part He will fulfill those promises;
He will give that portion of His Spirit
that is necessary to impart unto them
everything that their circumstances

may require. I think it wrong that
men should prepare themselves before-
hand to speak to the people. I believe
that God has given unto us the correct
rule, the rule that He gave to His an-
cient disciples—"to take no thought be-
forehand what ye shall say; but trea-
sure up in your minds continually the
words of life, and it shall be given you in
the very hour that portion that shall be
meted unto every man." When the time
should come for His servants to address
the people, He would give unto them the
very things that were needed. How do
I know, how does any other man in this
congregation know the thoughts and the
fears and the wants of you who are here
today? There may be souls here hun-
gering for the word of God, tried and
tempted in many directions, annoyed
and perplexed with the cares of life and
with those anxieties that are connected
with our earthly existence. Who shall
tell these souls that which they need?
Can any man out of his own wisdom,
from the depths of his own thoughts,
give the needed strength and comfort to



